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find the money, let them have the trams.
But Jet us do it on a proper and orderly
basis, so that we may know which tramwnays
are most mnecessary, and build those first,
instead of proceding in a haphazard fashion.
Then there are such questions as water sup-
ply and sewerage for the metropolitan area,
and the algae in the river. I believe the
Government have promised to get an expert
from the Eastern States to deal with the
algae, but he has not yet materialised. In
spite of remarks made by a mewcomer here,
I believe the metropolitan area is looking
forward to increased representation in Par-
liament. I shall protest with all my might
against certain views expressed in this Cham-
ber by members representing conntry dis-
tricts. Mr. Hamersley was one instance, and
Mr. Burvill seemed to think that the repre-
gentation of the city should be deereased in-
stead of increagsed—this while metropolitan
members represent nearly half the population
of the State. It is my opinion that the pec
ple of the metropolitan area will insist on
increased representation. I protest against
the view that the denizen of the ecity is not
as good a citizen of the State as the man
who happens to be a primary producer. We
are glways having it hurled at our heads that
the city dweller is, in effect, a parasite on
the primary preducer. But the man in the
city, the artisan, the clerk, the merchant, the
professional man, has his place in the com-
munity just as much as the man on the land,
and requires to be thought of too. We are
juet as important to the man on the land as
he is to us. We supply him with his vehicles,
his machinery and mogst of the things he wuses
on the farm. Le{ that fact sink into his
mind. T advoeate that the huge areas of land
that we have here be brought under cultiva-
tion, but I protest against the continual dis-
paragement of the man in the city. If it were
nol for us in the cities, the primary producer
in a few generations would be back to the
eondition of the savage in Central Africa. He
would be cultivating his own little plot of
mealies and going about with a few beads
round his neck. Anyhow, we city people are
equally necessary with the man on the land;
and 8o long as I am here I shall protest
againgt our not receiving due consideratiom.
T support the motion for the adeption of the
Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.4 p.m.
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The SPEAXER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY, NARROGIN-
DWARDA EXTENSION.

Mr. HARRISON asked the Premier: Is it
his intention to place the file in connection
with the Narrogin-Dwarda railway on the
Table of the House, seeing that the member for
Pingelly has given notice to move for'a select
committee to inquire into the advisability
of the construction of that railway?

'The PREMIER replied: Yes.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Twelfth day, conclusion,

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Mr, HICEMOTT (Pingelly) [4.34): It
was not my intention to speak on the Ad-
dress-in-reply, but some of the statements
made during the last few weeks call for a
reply from those who know something about
the employment of immigrants. With other
members of the House, I agree that there is
no question as to the advisability of getting
more people to come to Western Australia.
We are all agreed on that point. I do not
know that T ecan go as far as many of the
previous speakers in congratulating the Pre-
mier on his immigration scheme. Certainly,
so far as the scheme applies to the securing
of immigrants, it is good, and there is ne
doubt that the financial arrangements appear
to be liberal. The handling of the immigrants
after they arrive here is, however, a bit be-
yond the capacity of the existing organisa-
tion. It does not seem that there will be any
difficulty in getting people to come to West-
ern Australia; the greater difficulty will be
to keep them once they come here. During
the last eight or mine years we have received
between 40,000 ard 50,000 immigrants, but
we have only retained about 9,000 of that
nomber. Tt is questionable whether we can
absorb the flow of immigrants arriving now
from week to week. I am afraid they are
coming much more quickly than we can ab-
sorb them. I hope, however, that I am
wrong. 1 think the Premier has too much
to do and I consider a better division of his
work will have to be arranged. The Premier
ghould have more help. He has many offices
to admipister and duties to perform. His
time ig fully oceupied, without having to deal
with this question of absorbing the immi-
grants as they come here, I think an ad-
visory board might be appointed to manage
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the absorption and placing of the immigrants
as they arrive. I do not know whether any
such action is contemplated, but something
of the sort will have to be done. Much has
been said regarding the treatment the imimni-
grants receive once they reach here. I know
a little ahout some of the immigrants. T have
had several working on my farm and I have
one now. I have had five of them working
at different times. 1 consider that the fix-
ing of a regular wage for these people is
impossible. As to two out of the five immi.
grants I have had, I think I should have
been paid for looking after them instead of
being expected to pay for the work they did.
it took me all my time to teach them to de
anything. I will not go so far as a neigh-
bour of mine in my comwents. My neigh-
bour had one for some little time but he found
it very hard to teach him anything. On one
oceasion, so he told me, he instructed the
tmmigrant to yoke up a horse and put him
in the cart. A few minutes afterwards he
went out and found that the immigrant had
fixed up the collar on two sticks and was
trying to back the horse into the collar. X
have not had an immigrant who was s
bad as that. No doubt some of them take n
good deal of teaching. I came across one
immigrant at Brookion. He had had five
different positions. He had no money and
did not know. where to go. He was offering
himself for employment at 10s. a week.
People were very reluetant to give him work,
but one farmer deeided to take him and to
endeavour to teach him something., These
are some of the difficulties we have to con-
tend with, I have had two immigrants who
have been accustomed to farm work and
onc of them In particular was as good as
any Australiap T have had in my employ.

Mr, Teesdale: Thank God!

Mr. HICEMOTT: T have employed a good
many men in my time. In England they
generally nse two horses in a team and thus
the men who come out, cven if they have had
experience on farms there, bavé no know-
ledge regarding big team work. When they
are agsked to yoke up six or eight horses in
a team, it is something new to them. One
immigrant I had in my employ, had had ne
previous experience but he got on remarkably
well, After two or three days he was able to
handle a team well.

Mr, Teesdale: Two thank Gods!

Hon. T. Wialker: That man did not need
12 months’ apprenticeship.

Mr. HICKMOTT: The majority of the
immigrants require fully 12 months’ experi-
ence before they ean become accustomed to
conditions in Australia which are 30
different here from the conditions existing
in the Qla Country. Thus it i3 that if a
wage of from 25s. to 30s. were fixed for
every one of these immigrants, not many
would be employed. That is because 30
many of them take up the whole of a farm-
er’s time jn trying to educate them. In one
case I kept 2 man for 12 months. I gave
bim every chance to Jearn farming; it did
not matter what I did, or how I tried to
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teach him, I could not get him to take :
team across the paddock straight.

Mr. Chesson: He must have been cros:
eyed.

Mr. HICEMOTT: After I had him for si
or eight months, T took him down to a fres
paddock. I had previously marked out th
land, It was 40 chains across the paddoc
and I told him I would put up two or thre
sticks so that he would be able to strik
straight across the land. I started him ol
for about three chaius,

The Minister for Agriculture: Did yo
lock the gates?

Mr, HICKMOTT: He went across to th
fence after going five chains, I started hir
off again. I told him that he could no
make a mistake if he kept a big dried tree
at the other side of the paddock, betwee
the heads of two of the horses. The immi
grant came out four chains to the righ
when he reached the bottom end of th
paddock. That will show the trouble w
have in teaching some of these immigrant:

Mr. Teesdale: Had that man worked in
factory?

Mr. HICKMOTT: I do not know wha
that man had been employed at in the Ol
Country. I did not put the man off straigh
away, One man in partienlar was ver
willing to work and, when I took him ou
with e to engage in bush work, I foun
he was a willing worker, 1 do not knos
what the fifth man is like because I onl
gent him out when I came down to Perth.

Mr. Wilson: You give the men a chane
anvhow.

Mr. HICKEMOTT: I want to impress upo
members these difficulties, especially whe
they say we are using immigrants for wor
on our farms and paying them a smalle
wage than they are worth., I do not wish t
pay any man less than he is worth. Th
immigrant who is able to take charge of
team in two or three days was a good ma
and T gave him £2. After he had been wit
me for some considerable time, he had
cheque for £92 to take away with him. 1
iz impossible to set a wage of 233. or 30
for all. Some of the immigrants are wort
more, but some we should be paid to trais
We have to provide a decent place for ther
to live in, and the whole of a man’s time i
occupicd 1n instructing them what to do.
hope that in five or six years time I shall b
able to congratulate the Premier on th
success of bis acheme. That will be a bette
time for congratulations than the presen
An article appeared in the Press recent!
that various departments were being pesi
ered by members of Parliament desirous ¢
getting something for their constituents.
have visited some of the departments fo
information for my constituents. In m
early days of farming, when I made a stai
on the land, T never thought of going to
member of Parliament for assistance. I
those days we had to battle for ourselve:
We had no LA.B. or anything of that king
Every man had to work out his own salv:
tion or fail. To-day a memhber of Parli:
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ment is more like a commission agent, be-
canse he is asked to do everything imagin-
able for the people he represents.

Mr. Wilson: A commission agent exeept
for the fees.

Mr. HICKMOTT: T am always pleased
to assist the man on the land to lighten his
burden and make his job more cheerful. A
farmer who is not one of my constituents
applied for an advance of £450 to clear 300
odd acres of land. He Jodged his applica-
tion in Perth and was told that the inspector
would visit him at his farm and that it
would be all right. After waiting for two
months, the inspector not having put in an
appearance, he wrote again. He wrote
several times without receiving any reply.
He travelled to Northam and saw the local
ingpeetor and counld obtatn ne news regard-
ing his application, He came to Perth
again and there he was told that nothing
was known about his application, though he
had lodged it seven months hefore. However,
he was informed that an mspector would be
sent out to investigate his application. Tt
took over 12 months to get the mouney to
pay the man for that clearing contract.
There i3 something wrong when such delays
can occur, If the service is run on those
lines, an alteration is badly needed. This man
iy a justice of the peace, a member of a
road board, and occupics other prominent
positions, ond I have from him a written
statement testifying that it took over 12
months to finalise this matter owing fo the
negligence of the department. Tsually I re-
ceive a fair amount of courtesy and despatch.
The eivil gervants should be like other ser-
vants. The Public Service Act should be
amended so that if civil servants do not do
what is necessary and right, Ministers shounld
be able to send them about their business just
as any other employee would be treated if he
did not obey orders, Civil servants are trained
in our own departments. They rise from the
lowest position as messengers at a few shil-
lings a week to positions carrying £700 or
£800 a year. They enjoy any number of
holidays and practically everything they ask
for. What would be the mosition of a2 man
like myself who has had to fight his way with-
out Government assistance or special train-
ing, if he neglected his work? He would go
out without any long leave or withont any
notice of discharge or anything else, What
applies to the man who is making the State
should npply to those men who are receiving
payment from the people. The Rayal Com-
missioner on Railways has furnished some
valuable information. The counter report of
the Commissioner of Railways makes many of
the suggestiona appear insignifieant and prac-
tieally worthless, but there is much in the
report which should commend itself to mem-
hers. The railways are one of our greatest
losing propositions, and the recommendations
of the Royal Commissioner shonld be heeded.
Foo often select committees and Royal Com-
missions are aprointed to investigate varioms
matters, and some of them prove fairly eostly,
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and when they have reported, the reports are
consigned to the wastepaper basket and no-
thing is heard of the recommendations. Mr.
Stead's recommendations should receive earn-
cst consideration, because they should help us
to make the railways a paying concern
and give Dbetter serviee to the peopls for
whose convenience they eszist. The railways
must always present a hig problem in a State
where the land is so patechy. We have miles
of sand plain producing abaolutely nothing,
and we have to build railways throngh poor
country fo tap good land further on. Thus
it comes about that we have a mile of rail-
way for every 80 or 90 of the population.
As has been suggested to the Premier on more
than one oceasion, it would be better fo cut
up the poor country and let the men holding
forest land have portion of it, even if this
poor land were given to them on condition
that they improved it and made use of it.
Such a policy would help to make work for
the railways and assist them to pay better
than they are doing at present. We shall
soon be asked to sanction the construction of
more railways. Settlers are going out many
miles from the railways. At the eastern end
of my clectorate a good many men are out
26 to 30 miles from the existing line. There
i3 some very fine land in that loeality, but
to serve them will add to the cost of the
railways. If we eanmot get the people on the
land, I do not know where we shall end. ‘The
financial position of the State is causing
anxiety not only to members but to the publie.
Men of capital are leaving the State. I have
been teld by men who have money invested in
this State that they are ealling it in and
taking it clsewhere. The financial position
of the State is so unsound that they consider
it unsnfe to leave their money invested here.
It is high time members generally assisted
the Government to solve the financial prob-
lem. The defiecit goes on inecreasing year by
year, notwithstanding that our revenue is in-
creasing and in spite of the assurance that
all possible economies have been effected by
the departments. We are told that 700 or
800 men have been diseharged from the rail-
ways. The wages thus saved must surely be
equivalent to the increased wages paid to the
othera; so the extra cost of wages cannot be
responsible for the inereasing deficit. I have
been informed that moneyed people coming
from the Old Country are not staying in
Western Australia, but going to the Eastern
States. Weatern Australia is one of the fin-
est places in the Commonwealth for cheap
land.  JVe have the land. Tt is-the easiest
State in which to obtain land and the easiest
place for people to settle on the land. We
should do sometbing to encourage both men
and capital to come here. While the finances
are allowed to drift, people will take their
eapital where safer investments are offer-
ing. Edueation and railways comprise two
of the great problems of this State, and re-
quire large sums of money to maintain,

Hon. T. Walker: Do not forget the admin-
istration of justice and police.
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Mr. HICKMOTT: Yes, they ton are expen-
sive organisations. The education of the
young must he attended to. T have always
lieen a stickler for primary edueation, but
education in many of the secondary and high
schools should be paid for by the students.
AN these hounties seem to be nbused.
For instance, there is the maternity bonus,
We know that it is terribly abused and that
many peoplt who are well able to afford the
expenses involved never fail to colleet the
amount of the bonus.

Hon. W, €. Angwin:
such a chanee in our time.

Mr., HICKMOTT: T never received one
penny for anything of that kind.

Mrs. Cowan: But your people are receiv-
ing it now.

Mr. HICRMOTT: T was one of a3 family
of four, the three others heing sisters, and
we four reared 45 childven and not one re-
ceived the maternity bonus. We managed to
do withoutt it in those days and it should be
done without now. On the subject of edu-
cation, the expenditure which we are foreed
to vote will have to continue so long as we
are opening up the covntry and spreading
cut as we are doing at the present time. It
naturally costs a good deal more for eduea-
tion in the coumtry than in the “eity on ae-
count of the immense distances and the man-
ner in which the schools are seattered. I
would not like to see anything dones to cur-
tail primary education becavse that is ahso-
lutely necessary. Something however should
be done in the direction of compelling pay-
ment by those who are well able to pay for
the education of their children. T am not one
of those who is one-eyed or parochial, and 1
consider that the people of the metropolitan
area are entitled to have their conveniences
jnst a8 much as the people of the country.
At different times T have been very glad to
have a ecity man to appeal to. I have been
the reeipient of many pood turns at their
hands in my time and I have always held the
opinion that the eity and the country should
work together, as one is essential to the other.
At the same time, whilst I do not wigh to say
anything against the spending of money on
eity conveniences, it docs seem strange that
it is not possible to securc the expenditure of
money on necessary utilities in the eountry.
The Minister told us that he could spend a
gquarter of a million on the requests that bad
been put before him in the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Works: And a bit more
too.

AMr. HICKMOTT: But when we spproach
the Minister and ask him to construet a road
to earry produce to the railway, or when we
ask him for a water supply we are told that
no funds are available.  Yet we find that
when a tramway is reguired in the eity it is
possible to find the money with which to con-
strurt it. Both arc conveniences and both
ghould he assisted equally. The men in the
country are just as deserving, if not more eo,
as the men in the eity, and whilst the Min-
ister may not he able to advance the mouney

We did not have
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it he lias nat got it, when the pinch comes,
as it does sowetimes, and it is neeessary to
#o on with the coustruction of some work in
order to emyploy iahour, it would be just as
eirsy to vend that labour inte the country. It
Bas been said that the men who were given
wark in the city receutly conld not go into
the country, but any man who e¢an wicld a
pick amd sliovel in constrieting a tromline is
ynite capable of earningz a living in the coun-
fiv. 1 have one request to mauke of the Min-
ister, and if is a matter that hax been hrought
viuler hiv notice for the last 12 months. It
is that a feeder road shoulid he constrocted
leading to Berring siding, Last year 17,000
baps of wheat weve earted over that read
and the request was made then that some-
thing should he done. Nothing, hawever,
eome of the reynest. At the present time
the road is unt fit to travel on, and in some
paces enlverts are reqoired teo avert danger.
Of course there are no fumds for works of this
deseription. ITon. members will see the dJdiffi-
culties nndder which the people in the country
are labouring. TIf road boards are prepared
to find a cortain sun of money for road con-
struction the Government should go to their
assistance, In conelusion I may express the
hope that in five or six years time, if T am
alive, I may be able to congratulate the
Premier on the success of his immigration
scheme., I frost that the people who are
coming here now will soon become self-relinnt
and self-supporting, that they will remain
with uws and hecome part of our commumity.
We all know that Australians made a great
name for thenselves during tha war and that
the Commonwealth received one of the finest
advertisements it could possibly have got for
the stamina of its peoeple. We trust that
those cx-service men and others who are com-
ing to throw in their lot with us will join
their Awstralian comrades and do their share
towards maintaining the good name we hold
and assigt to make Australia great.

Mr. HEROX (Lecnora) [5.8]: Pefore I
speak on the Address-in-reply I wish to draw
your attention, Mr. Speaker, to the fact that
within the last few days 1 have moved my
position from the hack Opposition cross hench
to the seat T now occupy, and that in future
I shall address the House from this place. I
am in a somewhat similar position to that of
the member for Roebourne who spoke yester-
day; I would sconmer do a lot of other thinga
than speak in this Chamber. Like him, too,
T had no intention of addressing myself to
the motion before the House, but it seems to
me that everyone is expected to say something
on it. Again, like the member for Roebourne,
T take it that if T do not offer aome remarks
here my constituents may think that T am
merely a seat-warmer. I desire to congratu-
late the Premier to a certain extent on the
auecess of his mission to the 0 Country—
T wan going to eay Home, but like other hon.
members T regard Weatern Australia as my
home. However, I will be more pleased to
eaneratulate him some years hence if the
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venture on which the Government have entered
proves a success. We know that it is much
casier to bring people here than to settle them
successfully on the land. On the subjeet of
immigration, the party to which I belong
generally believes in it, but we realise that
Australia cannot go on with the few people it
contains to-day. At the same time we do not
wish to see people brought here for the pur-
pose of Jowering that standard for which we
have fought so long. The member for East
Perth said last night that if the new arrivals
can take the place of our own people, good
Juck to them. T say the same thing, provided
of course that the new arrivals do so fairly,
that is to say, if the footing is fair and equal.
T will not say good luck to them, however, if
the new arrivals take the place of those who
are already in the country, at a lower rate
of wage. A few weeke ago I had the oppor-
tunity with other members of going to Car-
narvon. Two members of the New Settlers’
Teague also proceeded to Carnarvon and
addressed a  meeting and  asked the
people of Carnarvon te form a branch
of the league, and to see how many
immigrants they could absorb in  their
distriet. Whilst there it was learnt that there
were a good many of our own people out of
work, and I could not see how new settlers
could be absorbed while our own people re-
mained out of employment. Nothing what-
ever was said about the rate of pay to be
given to the new arrivals, or the conditions
- under which they were to be employed. The
people there were merely asked to form a
branch of the league, and to send down for
as many new arrivala as they thought they
conid employ. My opinion is that some, I will
not say all, are getting a very fair deal
Whilst on the snbject of immigration, it may
be well to mention that some of our own
returned soldiers are even to-day walking
about the streets looking for work, and whilst
that condition of affairs exists, it is not the
function of the Government to bring others
here to take work which might well he given
to the returned soldiers. Y have a case in
mind of a returned man who is physically fit,
go far as outward appearances go. He is a
moulder by trade, and was thrown out of
employment by a slackening due to an Arbi-
tration Court award. He has done only three
months work in the past couple of years, and
having married a war widow with one or two
children of her own, he is now a father of
four., This man is prepared to take any kind
of work that is offering, in order to support
those who are depending om him. Lately he
waa offered 2 position for about 30s. or £2
a week to work in the eountry. I ask those
hon, members who know anything about the
conditions of living. whether a man ean do any
good hy taking a job at 30s. or £2 per week
in the country and keeping up a home in
Pertht Apain, a9 regards immigration, are
we doing a fair thing by those immigrants
who pay their own passages? I have in mind
the ease of a married couple who paid their
own passages, and who have not been able to
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get anything to do. The case was brought
under my netice by a business manm who
introduced these immiigrants to me. The
husband is looking for & place to whick he and
his wife ecan go together; failing that, they
arc prepared to separate in order to obtain
work. They have been unable to obtain any
work whatever. On approaching the New
Settlers’ League they were told that their case
did pot come within the league’s jurisdiction,
as they had paid their own passages. While
that sort of thing is going on we are not
justified in bringing other prople here. The
Premier has told us over and over again that
he has any amount of land for the people
here, and for all the people coming from over-
se. The facts do not appear to bear out that
contention. On behalf of the people from
my own district, T have been to the Lands
Department, but have been umable to secure
land for them, Apain, two experienced farm-
ers from the Eastern States, who sold their
farms there and came here to settle in our
wheat belt, and were not in gearch of Govern-
ment asgsigtance, were introduced to the
Premier by a member of another Chamber;
and the Premier's reply was that he had no
land available for them, that the only wheat
lands the Govermment had available without
going miles and miles from a railway, were
required for returmed soldiers. If we are so
short of land, can we settle all these people
whom the Premier proposes to bring from
England? Again, in conneetion with group
settlement, one of my constituents eame to

Perth to make applieation to join. This in-
volved a journey of 500 wmiles each
way, and the expenses of such a jour-

ney, and the loss of about nine days’' work.
On top of that there is the risk of disap-
pointment in consequence of being rejected.
SBurely the question as to the fitness of an
applicant for joining a group settlement could
be determined by the warden, without put-
ting the applieant to sueh expense and trou-
ble. T know that the applicant must produece
a medical certificate of fitness, but, subject
to that, I consider that a decision should be
given on the spot regarding his applieation,
The Premier should take steps to obviate the
trouble and expense now entailed on people
applying for permission to join group set-
tlements. From immigration one naturally
turns to unemployment. We all know that
there is a good deal of unemployment even
yet in our cities; and Lhe responsibility for
a good deal of that unemployment lies at the
door of the Government. I do not, of eourse,
assert that the Government should find em-
ployment for all and sundry. The slacken-
ing of hands in the timber mills was our
first hig trouble in the way of unemployment.
The men diseharged were all big strong men.
They were thrown on the labour market, and
with what resultf The employer wanting
men took the best he conld get, and the con-
sequence was that men not quite physically
fit for heavy work were discharged in favour
of men from the timber mills. T ghall be
asked, how are the Government to blame?
My reply is that at the time of the discharge
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of men from the sawmills the Government
should have got hold of them and put them on
elearing land for new settlers. It has bheen
stated around this House that a large pro-
portion of the immigrants are physically un-
able to take on clearing. Now, the most
suitable men you eould possibly get for
that work are the men from the timber mills.
Had they been given that work, many of the
other unemployed would not now be on the
labour market. I know as much about heavy
work as most nien, and I say unhesitatingly
that not every man ont of work is fit to take
on clearing. The statement has been made
that the eclearing on one of the new settle-
ments has cost about £14 per acre for the
tractor, and then about £37 for clearing the
timber, or a total of £51 per aere. That is
going to be a burden round the necks of
the settlers. Had experienced timber work-
ers been employed to do the clearing, the ¢ost
would have been far less. Some of these
men might have been willing to get ready
blocks for themselves, though 1 know others
are not prepared to settle on the land. The
ery to men unemployed is always, ‘‘Why
don’t you go to the country, where there is
plenty of work?’’ During my travels through
the country districts T happened to be at
Bruee Rock, and there I saw a goldfields
man who had left the mines, taking the
adviee of others to ‘‘go into the country
where there is plenty of work,’’ This man
had been working underground with the ghost
of miner's complaint overhanging him. He
had been at Bruee Rock for some time.
Bruee Rock is a place that is going ahead,
but still he could not get permanent work.
He had gone so far as to sell his home on
the fields, and at Bruee Rock he was unable
to ohtain a shelter. After finishing a job
he had to stay at the State hotel with his
wife and one or two children; and hon. mem-
bers will understand what it runs inte to
board at a State hotel in between jobs. The
man was afterwards living in a little place in
which the average owner of a motor car would
not stable his vehicle. The member for York
(Mr. Latham) knows what I am talking
about. I went over at 11 a’clock at night
to see the place for which thia man was pay-
ing 10s. per week. It is a disgrace that a man
should have totakehis family into such a shack.

Mr. Latham: But that is changed now.
There are new houses being built everywhere.

Mr. HERON: I am pleased to hear it,
but that docs not give the man permanent
work, although he is right in the heart of a
thriving country town., I was indeed glad
to see how Bruee Rock is going abead. This
hrings me to the unemployment in my own
distriet, Abont a month ago I attended a
road board meeting in my electorate, and
among the correspondence read by the seere-
tary there wag a Jetter from the New Settlers’
Leapue, or a similar body, asking the road
hoard if possible to absorb some of the Perth
unemployed. T believe it was a cireular letter
sent round amongst local governing bodies.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: From the Returned
Roldiers’ League.

[ASSEMBLY.]

. Mr. HERON: I believe the hon. member
is right. However, in our own district we
have unemployed returned soldiers. There
was a discussion on the subject by the road
board, and the question was raised how they
were to absorb their own unemployed, includ-
ing returned scldiers. Ag a result,
they decided to apply teo the Minister
for Works for a grant to enable them
to repair some of their roads. We
are asked to absorb unemployed soldiers
from Ferth in outback centres, although we
have our own unemployed to deal with, Un-
able to'raige the money themselics, the voad
Loard appealed to the Government, hut were
told there was no money availahla. 'That
was the reply of the Mionister fur Wovlks,
who said also he knew there were no people
in the district now, that he gathered that
from the State hotel returns. But the blame
for the falling off in the State lotel refurns
lies at the door of the Govermmenr, who,
although they have adopted the palicy of
attempting to reduce wages, yet at the same
time have increaged the cost of commudities
sold at the State hotel. It is not that ithey
have raised the price perdrink. but that they
have reduced the quantity furnished, re-
duced ‘‘pots’’ from 14 ozs. to 12 ozs. Nor
were they contented with that, for they
inereaged the tarif by about 7s. 6d. per
week, with the result that although the
State hotel is the only hotel in Gwalia, there
is pot a soul hoarding there to-day. To
revert to the mnemployed: T went aloug to
the Premier to sec what he would do by
way of amelioration. He declared that no-
body ever used those roads. In that the
Premier was wrong. The prospectors, the
pioneers, the mainstay of the country, are
there and are using the roads. Although
there are not a0 many there to-day as when
the Sons of Gwalia mine was in full swing,
still those people are deserving of as much
consideration as others in thiekly populated
centres. Yf the Government desire de-
centralisation they must give a better deal
to the people outback. As showing the use
which is being made of the roads in the
district, let me quate figures from the State
battery, a most reliable index of the traffic
on the reads. In 1919 the Leonora battery
crushed 94 tons for an average yield of 83
dwts. over the plates and 13.12 dwts. in the
gands. In 1920 the quantity crushed rose
to 369 tons, for an average yield of 27.18
dwts. over the platea and 9.5 dwta. in the
sands. In 1921 there occurred the phenom-
cnal crushing of 1378 tons. To be fair,
I should explain that that was just after
the closing down of the Gwalia mine, when
the Government instituted a prospecting
scheme, paying a certain gustenance allow-
anee, with the result that vastly increased
crughings went through the battery, The
average yield was only 13.16 dwts over the
plates and 7.7 dwts. in the samds, For the
first six months of 1922, when we¢ had ne
assisted prospectors in the distriet, 623 tons
were crushed for an average vield of 30

dwts. over the plates and 821 -d@wts. in the
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sands. I quote those figures to show we
still have some battlers in those areas, men
who shonld receive the utmost consideration.
To come closer to the city, the Government
were asked the other day whether they in-
tended this session to bring in a Bill for the
establishment of a fair rents couri, The
Premier’s reply was, no. The overerowding
of the city lies largely with the Goverament.
Railway fares and freignts bave been in-
ereaged, and the department has even gone
g0 far as to demand a deposit on season
tiekets. That sort of thing dees not en-
courage people to go out a little way from
the city and build their homes. I have
in the city friends who for weeks have
hunted for places in which to live, while
only eight miles out, at Caaningtoun, there
are empty heuses awaiting oceupants. Why
is that? DBecaunse of the excessive railway
freights and fares. Fares from Cannington
to the city have increased from 7d. return
to 1s. 44. return and, in addition, a deposit
s required on a season ticket. If the holder
of a monthly ticket loses it at the end of a
fortnight, he loses the deposit paid on it,
has to pay another deposit on the new ticket,
another stamp duty of 1s,, and a 10 per cent.
fine on the lest ticket—for which he had
already paid in full! TIn face of, those im-
posts, how can we expect people to live a
few miles out of the eity? I know three
lads who are trying to maintain their mother
and younger brothers and sisters. Their
railway tickets are quarterly, eatailing a
deposit of half-a-crown eaeh. In other
words, the Government hold 7s. 6d. from
that family. For the renewal of a ticket,
three or four days’ notice is required. There
came a time when one of those lads missed
giving due notice, was a day late with hig
notice. He was fined for being late, his
ticket was taken away from him and re-
tained for four days, during which he had
to pay bis ordinary fare backwards nnd
forwards, notwithstanding that the Govern-
ment had in their keeping all the time
7s. 6d., the property of those boys! T have
friends at Swanbourne. When first they
went there to live, a return ticket cost 74.
To-day the cost is 1s, 3d. TIn comsegucwen
of these excessive charges, people are shift-
ing into the eity proper and even payiuvg
uwp to £20 for the key, as it is known, when
there are plenty of empty houses further
out. Imstead of imposing all sorts of
charges to hinder people from travelling, ibe
Government ought to seriouslv comgider a
marked reduction in railway fares. Tf the
Premier wants to stop the drift to the city,
he must improve the conditious ontside. Tn
my own distriet we have the Leonnra hes.
pital, of which anybody might well be
proud. It is run by a local committee, who
raise two-thirds of the maintenance money.
they are subgidised by the Government, but
the subgidy is not nearly sufficient to keep
the hospital going. Recently the hospital
was £239 in debt. I made an application
for an increase in the annual subsidy, but
the application was turned down. We
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waited on the Colonial Secretary and ex-
plained that we were prepared {0 raise half
the debt by special effort if the Governmeat
would subsidise us £ for £ The Minister
gave us a sympathetic hearing and deferred
his decision. His reply, when it came,
was that they would give us a apecial grant
of £35 if we would pay to the Govern-
ment £37 10s. owing for water rates!
Is that fair treatment to mete out to people
who are battling to keep their hospital go-
ing, and to assist in building up the outhack
centres of the State? We have to travel 500
miles from Leonora to Perth, but the fares
have heen inereased as have also the freights
on our foodstuffs, In the eity, if there i3 any
fall in the cost of living, the people get the
benefit immediately, but not so outback. When
there was a fall in the price of commodities
in the city last year, the Government im-
mediately inereased the freights, which ab-
sorbed all the benefit that accrued. People
living in the country should have some ex-
emption in the matter of taxation. Taxes
should be imposed on the zone system. They
should be so much for pecple who live within
100 miles of the city, and be gradually in-
ereased according to the distanee they live
beyond that. The Government pay their own
employees more when they live in the country,
but they fail to recognise the justice of reduc-
ing the taxation for people who live outback.
The further out the people live the less taxa-
tion should they have to pay, and the less
freight should they Thave to pay on their
necessary commodities. Tf it costs 2s. per ton
fo send a certain class of goods 100 miles,
the proportion should be less for the next-
100 miles, and so on. FEverything should be
dore to induce people to go ont into the coun-
try. The mipning industry is declining. I give
the Minister eredit for what he has done in
the way of assisting prospectars and encourag-
ing a revival in the industry. The Govern-
ment, however, are not doing enough. It is
diffien]t to know how to deal with the prob-
lem. Some inquirieg should be made into the
question of freights on mwining requisites. T
do not advoeate that big companies should
get low freights, but it would be in the in-
terests of the State if they were given better
freights so that our mines might be re-opened.
Some companies are not worthy of assistance.
I have here & cutting from the ‘‘West Aus-
tralian’’ of a report of the Great Boulder
Proprietary Company’s meeting in London.
The Chairman of Directors contended that a
strong movement was on foot to shut down the
whole of the mines, but to this they would not
consent, as it waa felt that the Great Boulder
would be held responsible for inspiring
the aection. This shows that some
¢ompanies are worthy of assistance, if others
are not. If it is possible for the Minister to
gee that freights are reduced on mining re-
quisites, much good should come of it. The
Lancefield mine was closed down when the
1920 award came out. The management prac-
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tically took direct action, and refused to work
under the award, on the ground that it would
wot pay to do so. Mr, Moss in giving evi-
dence admitted that the eompany had made a
profit that year of £35,000. That award has
now been replaced by another. Wages have
been reduced 9s. a week for those who work
8ix days, and reduced still further for those who
work seven ghifts a week. No overtime is
given for continuous work on Sunday. The
wages have been reduced, but still the mine has
not been started. The Gwalia mine was closed
down because of the fire. It was said to be a
fire of convenience., T am sure that was not
so, but it has been made a fire of con-
venience since no attempt has been made to
start work again. One of the head men con-
nected with the mine has admitted that no
loss has been suffered, because the insurance
companiea are paying for the ereetion of a
new plant. There is no necessity to do any
development work for five years, but still the
management is not prepared to start the mine.
I said last session that the Jews of London
had eontrol of it. The local directors are
anxious emough to start, but the people in
London are not prepared to do so. It is time
the Government took a hand.

Mr. Lutey: They are a part of the Primary
Producers’ Association.

Mr. HERON: Yes, and if that is one way
of asgisting the country, I have a lot to
learn. The Lancefield mine is in the same
position. The management is snpposed to have
wade an offer to the men to work it, but
the offer was not made until the plant had
been run to a standstill. Later on some re-
turned soldiers, I nnderstand, made an attempt
to work the tine, They asked for Govern-
ment aseistance to enable them to do so, but
the offer was not then open to them. It was
supposed to have becn turned over to the
workers on the co-operative system, but t.:he
conditions imposed were uafair and the mine
is still elosed down, Who could be greaier
direct aetionists than those who close down
& mine because an award does not suit them!
Tf the workers had taken sueh. action, they
would have been howled down, and yet these
mine owners are held up as people who have
assisted the State. If there is any ¢hance of
low grade mines paying their way, the con-
ditiong appertaining to battery charges should
be waived for them. I know some men who
were engaged on a low grade show, but the
round of crushing did not come to quite 500
tons. It was only about 50 tons below the re-
quired quantity. They applied for a rebate
on the battery charges, but were turned down,
The Minister referred me to the inspector, who
is the back-stop for the Minister, and the in-
spector said it could not be done. This ques-
tion was brought before the Minister when he
was in Leonora.

The Minister for Mines: You might state
that until recently it used to be 1,000 toms,
and T have halved that.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. HERON: 1 give the Minister credit
for t_;h.at. Where wmen cannot raise quite the
Tequisite amount of 500 tons, they should not
!Je deprived of the rebate when they are work-
ing low grade ore. Whilst the Minister was
in Leonora he said that if the men were pre-
pared to back their opinion by working the
mine, the (iovernment woulid be ready to as-
sist them. When, however, the matter wag
brought under the motice of the inspecior,
he would not sanction the assistance. He said
the mine was not navable. He cannot see
through the ground and does nut know whether
a mine is worth working or not! The first
erushing that these men took out when they
got assistance went 7 dwts. over the plates
and about 3% dwts. in the sands. The second
erushing—they were not receiving assistance
—went 9dwts. over the plates and 4 dwts. in
the sands. The last crushing went 10 dwts. over
the plates and 4 dwts. in the sands. The stone
is too good to leave in the mine. If the
Government e¢an see their way to assist shows
of this deseription, they should do so. The
men made nothing out of their erushings,
and heing unable to get a rebate they had
to abandon the show, The Minister eertainly
made the promise but the inspector turned us
down, Some 12 months ago I was at DMt.
Ida. A company had an option over a show
there, but turned it down on the ground that
it was not payable. The owner of the show
still had confidenec in it and went on working
it. The first erushing he took out from the
mine after it was turned down by the com-
pany went 16 dwts. over the plates and 16
dwts. in the sands. The next crushing went
8 dwts, over the plates and 13%% dwts. in the
sands, while the third erugshing went 16 dwts.
over the plates and 36 dwts. in the sands.
5till that mine was turned down because, so
it was said, it was not payable. In the
Samuel distriet we have a show called the
Unexpected South. That mine is well known
tu the department, for money was lent to
those controlling the show to enable themn to
sink a shaft. The unfortunate owners at
that time were unsuecessful in picking up the
lode. Recently the Government ealled for
tenders and three local people took over the
show. I do not know what their arrange-
ments with the Government were, regarding
payment for the shaft and the plant. They
were more suceessful than the previous owners.
T have been given to nnderstand that the
people who had the show before them had
the holes already bored in the mive but they
had not bren fircd. The new owners were
fortunate enough to fire the holes, with the
result that they strack the lode and it has
turned out a payable proposition. They state
that it is worth 35 dwts. to the tom, which
is very good ore. Another show that is being
worked in the Diorite. Tt is part of the old
Diorite King, and the returns show that they
are in payable dirt. The prospectors have
been able to pick np nmew ghoots, with the
result that their first crushing went 414 ounces
over the plates and 24 dwia. in the sands,



[24 AvesusT, 1922.]

while the next erushing went 214 ounces over
the plates and gave a very fair return in
the sands. There is another show at Doyle’s
Well. It was working many years before I
went to the distriet, and I went there 16
years ago. A party of men from Gwalia put
up a battery. They were, however, uasuccess-
ful in picking up the shoot. Eighteen months
ago another party were fortunatc emough to
pick up a payable ore but they have to cart it
40 miles by road. That is the road on which
I asked the Government to expend a few
pounds to repair it. Their firat crushing went
4 ounces over the plates and their second
¢rushing went 2 ounces 16 dwts. over the
plates and 17 dwts. in the sands. For their
latest crushing they took picked stone, and it
went 12 ounces over the plates and a fair
amount in the sands. These instances show
that the goldfields are by no means settled,
if only we can get the right sort of assistance
and sympathetic treatment from the Govern-
ment.

Mr, Mann: Are you satisfied with what the
Government are doing?

Mr. HERON: Yes, to a certain extent. I
give the Minister eredit for what he is doing,
but T am satisfied that he is not doing enough.
Lawlers js another district which has been
dormant for a number of years, Now there
are three batteries working there, which is
a larger number than they have had for many
vears past. That shows that the hardy pros-
pectors still have corfidence in the distriet.
Two of those batteri¢s have been erected by
the two Branson brotiers, who had the Queen
Mine. They sold nut to a compauy, who put
up a 10-head battery. The Great Tastern
Mine, which was turned down by Bewick,
Moreing and Ce., and which is partly held hy
Bernales, put up a §-head battery, and satis-
factory results have heen obtained. The
Waroonga Mine, which was also closed down
by Bewick, Moreing and Co., has been taken
over by Finch and party. They are down to
the G00-feet level with the baling and the
bhattery will be erushing in a few weeks’ time.
This shows that with assistance these mines
are by no means done yet.

Mr. Mann: Is not a Perth syndicate invest-
ing money there?

Mr. HERON: That is in conncetion with
the Queen Mine, to which I have already re-

ferred. They have been handicapped for
want of ecapital. The mine is looking
very well, but they have been work-

ing from hand to mouth, not having
sufficient money to develop it properly. While
I wish to give the Minister credit
for the agsistance he has pgiven the
mining induostry, I think it was unnecessary
for him to call for applications to £ill the
position of <uperintendent of prospecting
parties,

Mr. Chesson: That was a joke.

Mr. HEROXN: I do not say that, for per-
haps the Minister is serious in the matter.
I think the inspectors of mines could do all
that is neecessary, without the Government
appeinting a man to travel round the coun-
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try at great expense. Therc is no necessity
for the superintendent to be appointed to
look after prospectors. The Government
could save their money in that direction.
That brings me to another point in conmee-
tion with the Lawlers district. I received a
complaint regarding ome departmental offi-
cer—he was connected with the Works De-
partment—who travelled with another man
from Cue to Lawlers to clean out a well
He had to travel 200 miles cach way, He
could not have travelled more than 2¢ miles
per day, which meant that the journey
necetsitated 20 days’ trevelling to do
two days’ work and then return. If the
Government desired to effect economies, that
wark could have been given to the local gov-
erning body to perform, instead of sending
men all the way from Cue. The worst of it
wag that when the well was cleaned out, it
was not the one the people wanted@ attention
given to!

HIon P. Collier: That capped the lot.

Mr. HERON: The men cleaned out the
well at the Vivian mine, whereas the people
wanted a well on the Sandstone-road cleaned
out! These are the things that the people
in the outback areas disagree with. Those
people say that if the Government are pre-
pared to waste money that way, they should
be prepared to give a few pounds so that
nec¢essary work can le attended to. As to
the Governor’s Speceh, T was disappointed to
find that, although the House carried a mo-
tion in favour of national insuranece, no indi-
cation was contained in that document of the
Government's intentions to deal with the
question, Perhaps the member for Perth
(Mr. Mann), who seems te be amused, did
not take the matter seriously; be may have
friends connected with insurance companies.
Secing that the House expressed its opinion
reaarding national insuranee, it should have
been deemed worthy by the Government of
mention in the Governor’s Speech. The mem-
ber for Sussex (Mr. Pickering) is also one
of those who is opposed to natiomal insur-
ance. The people, however, are clamouring
for the institution of such a zcheme, and it
will not be long before they will bring such
pressure to hear on the Government as will
induce them to introduce legislation. I tra-
veiled throngh the State recently and, time
after time, leading citizens asked why such
a scheme was not advanced.

Mr. Pickerine: Did you have that in evi-
dence before your commission?

Mr. HERON: It is in the evidence.

Hon. P. Collier: The Hospitals Commis-
sion must have been proceeding on the track
of irrelevaucy followed by the Forestry Com-
mission.

Mr. HERON: We have established funds
on the goldfields for the assistance of thosge
who arc stricken down in the mines. I refer
particularly to the Mine Warkers’ Relief
Fund. That fund is near the end of its
tether, bacause there are not the nomber of
workers in the induvstry to-day to maintain
it, and the seed sown during years past is
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only being reaped to-day. We have maore
liabilities to face than the fund can carry.
That is all the more reason why the Govern-
ment should establish a scheme for national
insurance so as to take over this burden. At
present, the QGovernment contribute 94, a
week, which is a subsidy on the 9d. per week
paid by the miner and the 9d. paid by the
companies, If a national insurance scheme
were instituted, it would fake the place of
the relief fund, The fund waa started in
1915, when the payment was 3d. per week
per man subsidised by 3d. per week by the
Government and by the employers, respec-
tively,

Mr.
late!

Mr. HERON: We admit that. To-day the
men, whe are receiving some benefit from
the furd, are being cut down every day.
Soon the position will be reached when the
Government will have to carry the burden if
they do not start a national insurance gcheme.
[t should be a broad scheme, wide enough to
carry these burdens. I was pleased to hear
the Minister for Mines give notice of his in-
tention to introduce a Bill to deal with
miners’ phthisis. Anyone who has worked
in the mining industry knows what an awful
thing it is to be stricken down with miners’
complaint. It is one of the cruellest ailments
one can contraet. A man suffering from it
wastes away. When speaking to the organ-
iger of the A.W.U. at Boulder, he told me it
would break one’s heart to go through the
tomes at Boulder and see the wife and child-
ren assisting to keep things going, while the
man lies waiting for the end. A national
insurance scheme would greatly assist to re-
lieve the position,

Mr. Teesdale:
in Queensland.

Hon. P. Collier:
that.

Mr. HERON: It is a credit to those who
introduced the measure there. I referred to
some of the old shows which have been re-
worked with profitable results. Recently the
following paragraph appeared in the Press:—

Much interest has been created by a mew
find made by Donnelly and Thomason, 10
miles south-east of Bulong. The prospee-
tors have just crushed 19 tons, which
vielded 193 ounces over the plates, and the
sands are expected to yield anmother %
ounces per ton. The ore was obtained from
an open cut 8 feet deep. There is a quartz
recf 3ft. wide, and lode material on both
sides carries values, The line of lode has
heen pegged for two and a half miles. A
score or more motor-cars dashed out to the
find this morning.

This announcement shows that, with some
assistance, mining will boom again, In con-
clusion, may [ repeat that I am in favour of
pmmigration on right lines, and I trust that
in five or six years time we shall be able to
congratulate the Premier on the success of
hiz scheme.

Wilson: You started 15 years too

It has been a great success

There is no doubt about

Sitting suspendsd from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

{ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LUTEY (Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [7.30]:
I join with others in welecoming the Premier
back home. We were all rather concerned as
to the state of his health while he was in
the Old Country, but I am pleased to note
that since his return he seems to have re-
covered his normal health. I, with the rest
of my party, am in favour of immigration of
the right sort, provided the new¢omers can
be placed without injury to our own people.
It has been my privilege to meet some of
the incoming passenger boats, and whereas
I have seen numbers of fine strapping young
fellows anongst the immigrants, I must admit
I saw others not so well favoured. I feel
that the wmember for Pingelly (Mr. Hick-
mott) waa stating the ease quite fairly when
he remarked upon the very few satisfactory
immigrants he had met. Heowever, I hope
organisation will be speeded up and land
made available for all, including those of our
own people who desire to settle on the land.
When I was in the South-West T was struck
with the wonderful potentialities of that part
of the State. It came home to me that many
of us who for years have been in Western
Australia travel but very little about the
State. Out at the group settlements I was
pleased to notice that the men scemed to be
well satisfied with their prospects. I think,
however, the Government, when organising
group settlements, ought not to forget the
social side of the problem. I am afraid the
drift to the city of which we hear so much
is aseribable largely to the fact that in the
past we have not made necessary provigion
for the social side of life in outback districta
Two years ago, when visiting the wheat belt,
we called in at the Yorkrakine settlement,
Having listened to what the pioneers had to
say-—they were all delighted with their suc-
cess—it occurred to me to have a word with
some of the young fellows standing apart.
I asked them what they thought of the coun-
try, and how they liked farming. T found
that without exception those lads were break-
ing their necks to get away from it. We
require to use a little foresight and see if we
cannot make the farming settlements more
attractive to the young people, and so solve
the difficulty of kecping them there. Gen-
erally speaking, the pioneers of the agricul-
tural districts have had such a tremendous
struggle that they have forgotten the feelings
of youth, It may be said that this has been
the history of all rural Australia, I sincerely
hope the Government, in planning new settle-
ments, will not forget the social side. The
Governor’s Speech foreshadows the introdue-
tion of a Closer Settlement Bill. Last scstion
I opposed the measure, believing, as I still
do, that it can do but very little good, that
it is the wrong way of tackling the question.
An unimproved land values tax would do far
more for those in want of land than can any
Closer Settlement Bill. Small communities
create valees in their particular centres, and
the surrounding properties derive the un-
earned inerement of increased value following
on the expenditure of publi¢c money in those
centres, Unimproved land walees taxation
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would fall most heavily in the metropolitan
area. If we had such a tax, the difficulty
of getting houses in the c¢ity would quickly
disappear, for we should quickly have a
building boom as the result of vacant blocks
being put on the market. Such a tax, too,
would be distinetly in the interests of the
farmers. Tt is the one measure of reform
which the Premier seems to shy at, and thus
far I have not been able to discover the hid-
den hand respomsible for his attitude. Some
time ago he had this House pledged to an
unimproved land values tax, and even the
Farmers’ and Settlers’ Association formally
expressed themselves in favonr of it, notwith-
standing whichk the Premier let the oppor-
tunity slip. It would be better for the whole
of the community if we had that form of
taxation. If the land adjacent to our rail-
ways were available at reasonable prices, we
should find so many buyers that it wonld be
no longer necessary to send to England for
immigrants. I am aware that I have harped
on this question ever since I have been in the

Heuse. I do not believe that unimproved
land values taxation is a panacen, but
I am firmly convineed that it iz the

most safisfaetory land reform which could
be introdoced. In every State and country
where pold has been found, the discovery
has given a great impetus te¢ population.
In Vietoria 50,000 people poured into the
State within a very short period. But when,
in the fulnesa of time, the mining pupulation
in Victoria wished to take up land, it was
found that the very best of the country had
been alienated by squatters. In consequence
the miners were forced out into what were
then regarded as the dry areas, where the
popuiation actually increased, while decreas-
ing in the more favonred western distriets.
If, instead of land monopolists being allowed
to hold up the country, nnimproved Jand
values taxation had been introduveed in Vie-
toria at that time, we should have had mil-
lions more of population in Anstralia to-day.
The Ggvernor's Bpeech shows that sinee
July, 1921, a sum of £3%,101 has been ad-
vanced for the development of mining When
we realise what mining means to the
State, it is seen that that sum is
but a small one. Nevertheless, 1 read-
ily admit that the DMinister for Mines
is moving in the right direction in reapect
of prospeetng. Reeently we have had some
very eneouraging discoveries, which probably
will lead to greater things. In the St Ives
district the Governmeat are giving deserved
asaistance. The Ives Reward proposition is
one of the best T have seen. They will re-
quire to instal machinery for drilling before
they can make much headway. I am pleased
that the Government are rendering as-
sistance, and I hope results will prove that
they are on the right traek. At Mt. Monger
and Gibraltar also the prospects are hearten-
ing. At Gibraltar an old school-mate of mine
is on a show which is opening out very well.
At Ora Banda, Broad Arrow, and even Bu-
long, diseoveries are being made and large
rumbers of applieations for leases are coming
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in. I am reminded that the railway from
Kanowna to Kalgoorlie is recommended for
removal, I warn the Government that the
pulling up of that line would prove very em-
barrassing if any important discoveries were
made in the Kanowna district. Only recently
the water pipe line to Bulong was taken up
and removed. To-day there is an cxcellent
chanece of that line having to be relaid. In
such centres there is alwaya a good prospect
of rich finds that will bring trade to the rail-
ways and necessitate the provision of water.

Mr. Heron: There is also a prospect of
wheat-growing thére now.

Mr. LUTEY: So T understand. If only we
could get the cotton king interested in
Bulong, the district might prove to be emin-
ently suited to the production of cotton. I
believe the day will come when the fine land
in that district will be devoted to the culti-
vation of olives, cotton and similar products.
That can only be expected when we got
people with a sufficiently wide outlook to try,
such for instance as the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale).

Mr. Argelo: What iz the raintall?

Mr. LUTEY : It varies; the wheat to which
T referred was grown at Bulong on six inches
of rainfall. The Government im pursuance
of their policy te assist mining, offered the
companies of the Golden Mile aid to develop
their tnines, but the companies refused this
assistance. What little development is going
on there has given gratifying results. Tn the
Tvanhos at a depth of 3,000 feet a good
development has been made, showing that the
lodes are still going strong even at that great
depth. Apropes of the companies’ refusal
of thizs assistance and the remark of the
member for Menzies (Mr. Mullany), regard-
ing the go-slow policy, there are, as he ad-
mitted, other people than actual workers whe
are guilty of going slow. Buch gibes ghould
be fairly distributed. A number of companies
on the Golden Mile are deliberately going slow
and have been doing so for a considerable
time. :

My, Mann: Did not the Great Boulder put
on 730 men last week?

Mr. LUTEY: T do not know. During the
last conple of years the companies have not
taken advantage of the gold premium as they
might have done, and the majority of people
on the fields believe they deliberntely went
slow in order to put vp a case to the Arbitra-
tion Court. They neglected to gain some-
thing like £6 per ounce for their product in
order to work this miserable point. As one
who has worked in the mines, I maiotain that
the eompanies have had the advantage of the
finest labour in the world. The Kalgoorlie
companies, however, are practically legalised
burglars in regard to their tacties when deal-
ing with the workers. Under their contract
system men, instead of getting at the end of
the fortnight £12 which they had well earned,
found the amount cut dowm to £10. It is
surprising that the companies have been able
to retain such loyal bodies of workers.



390

Mr. Mamnn: How do you mean they were
cut down?

Myr. LUFEY: The eontract might be fm
25s. a foot, and on pay day a man would find
himself cut down by 5s. a toot without having
been told about it.

Mr, Wilson: They simply steal it.

Mr. LUTEY: Yes. The worst robbers in
the street take 2 chanee, but the companies
take no chance.

Mr. Mann: Was that in keeping with a
clitose of the contract?

Mr. LUTEY: They always have some sav-
ing clause such as ‘‘more or less.’’ A man
might have a contract for 50 feet and find
himself cut down to 20 feet.

Mr. Richardson: It is never inereased?

Mr. LUTEY: Yes, if it was under-priced,
the man could go on. It is largely due to the
contract system that so many miners have
finighed their days in the Wooroloo Sana-
toriom, The member for Leonora (ALr.
Heron) read a statement by the chairman of
the directors of the Great Boulder Company
that the question of closing down the whole
of the mines had been seriougly considered.
Tt shows what kind of men they are‘when they
would seriously contemplate such action in
the present finaneial position of the State.
These mines are the property of the State,
and the gold is the property of the State until
sueh time as it has been won.

Mr. Mann: Do you anggest that anyone
could go on a lease and take the gold?

Mr. LUTEY: The gold does not belong to
the companies until they get it. They may
refuse to mine it.

Mr. Heron: Some of them are refusing to
mine it.

Mr. LUTEY: Yes, portions of leascs are
not being worked and hava not been worked
for years. The Great Boulder lode is right
on the boundary of the Horaseshoe; in fact
it has gone into the Horsesbhne at depth, but
the other portion of the leave from the
Bounlder block right in the heart of the
Golden Mile, where there might be as much
gold as has, already beeu won, has hardly
been worked for 20 years. The open eut
was worked 20 years ago and, with the ex-
ception of diamond drilling, which ia woa-
satisfactory and the 1,700ft. in the Persev-
erance, nothing has been dwe, After refer-
ence was made to this matter three vears
ago, a little prospecting was done, and J ain
informed that the result was very satis-
factory. Subsequently u little more was
done and lately a pipe track haa been put
through. Companies like that are holding
up areas which might create a boom if they
were worked legitimately, and yet there is
no power to deal with them. When the
Tributing Bill was going through the House
the Minister for Mines stressed the faet
that the mines belonged to the State. The
fervent maoner in which he dealt with this
question led me to hope that the Govern-
ment might take some steps to get a bigger
hold over the lessces. However, nothing has
been donme. With the exception of the man-
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hing provisions, with which the companics
must comply, they are at liberty to c¢lose
down the mines and the State would have
no redress, The Mining Act should be
amended in order that the companies might
be more eftectively controlled. "Sowme people
would deprecate any activn in this direction
as savouring of confiscation., ‘Tasmania
with a conservative overnment, ¢n finding
that the companies in Zechan were not
working the leases, passed the Aid to Mining
Act empowering the Minister where a lease
was not being properly worked, ta enter
and prospect for gold and tin. If the Tas-
manian Government could take such aetion,
the Government of this State might well
follow their example. Even if the :ncasure
were only paced on the statute-boolk, it
would have the effect of making the com-
panies maore careful and less rrrogant than
they are at present. Sections 4 and 5 of the
Tasmanian Aet read:—

(1) The Minister is hereby cmpowered
to exercise all or any of the following
powers, and the same may be exercignd
upon, under or in respect of any Crown
land or leased land namecly: (i.)} e may
enter and remain upon any Crowm land er
leased land and search, prospect and nive
for gold and minerals thercon and there-
under, with full and fres right «f ingress
and regress to and frun avy sueh land;
(ii.) He may, aftor entering upon any
Crown land or leaged land, mark thereout
such area as he thinks sufheient for his
purposes and thereupon and until aband-
onment the right of prospecting anl
mining upon or under any such xrea and
occupying the same, eaall, subject to the
provigions of tbis Act belong exeinsively
to the Minister as if ha were lessee, with-
out any interference or obstruction by avy
person whomseever; {iii.) e may execute
and carry out the various purposes msn-
tioned in Sections 44 and 48 of the Mining
Act. 1905, as if a leage for such purposes
had been granted to him and may exercise
all powers reqdired im relation thorero.

If any prospecting or mining operations
earried on by or on behalf of the Crown
or the Minister result in a valuable dis-
covery or development, it shall be deemed
to belong to the Crown and the following
provisions shall apply:—(i.) The Minister
shall first offer in writing such diseovery
or development to the lessee at such price
and upen such terms and conditions as the
Minister deems reasonable; or the lessee
may submit an offer in writing to the Min-
ister for the same. In the event of the
lessee desiring to acquire the discovery
or development and not coming to am
agreement with the Minister as to the
price or terms or conditions within a
period, not less than 30 days, to be ﬁxgd
by the Mjnister, any such question in
dispute shall be referred to the warden
of mines for the nearest warden’s court
sitting with two assessors, one to be
appointed by each party, for determina-
tion in the mode prescribed by the Mining
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Act 1905, and the regulations thereunder,

the provisions whereof shall accordingly

apply. (ii.) Im the event of the lessee—

(a) Not desiring to acquire the discovery

or development; or (b) failing for omne

calendar month to carry out any agree-

ment come to with the Minister; or (e)

Failing for one ealendar month to comply

with any determination of the warden and

agsessors; or (d) Failing to appoint any
asgestor required o be appointed by him,
or otherwise  impeding the determination
of the question in dispute, the Minister
may—(a) Let such discovery or develop-
ment and any land in connection there-
with or any part thereof upon tribute at
such royalty, to- be paid to the Miaister
and the lessee in equal shares, and upon
such terms and conditions generally as the

Minister may think fit; or (b) Deal with

such discovery or development whether

by way of mining operations or otherwise

for the mutval benefit of the Crown and

lessee as the Minister thinks fit.
If the Tasmanian Government can see the
necessity for passing such an Aet, it is only
right we shonld do something of the same
kind here, instead of being left to the merey
of these mining companies. An Act similar
to that would do a great deal of good in this
State, and help us along a great deal faster
than we have been going in the past.

AMr. Mann: You have not seen any neces-
gity for it in this State, have you?

Mr., LUTEY: It has been going om for
years. One company on the Golden Mile
has kept the major portion of its lease in
idleness, although it is situated in the
centre of the Golden Mile.

Mr. Richardson: Do you refer to the
Pergeverance?

Mr. LUTEY: To the Great Beulder. Be-
tween the Perseverance and the Boulder
there is & block on which practieally nothing
has been done for 20 yeara,

Mr, Mann: The mine is manned, and you
cannot interfere with the management.

Mr. LUTEY: It is manned to a certain
extent.  Other companies have held up
about 100 acres in Lthe same wav. T want
to see the Government possessed of power
which ean be exercised in the direction I
have suggested,

Mz. Latham: You do not suggest the
State should work the mine at a loss when
the awners cannot make a profit?

Mr. LCTEY: The Perseverance Company
decided that the mine was at an end, and it
went into liquidation. Tributers, however,
went into it, and for the last three years it
has returned hundreds of thousands of
pounds to the shareholders and kept 300
men in employment. If the DMinister
had the power T want him to have,
he would put men of this stamp on
areas that are heing kept idle, and
most likely results similar to those obtained
in the DPerseverance mine would follow,
Tnatead of giving fervent assurances across the
ftoor of this House, T hope the Minister will
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safeguard the rights of this State, and gal-
vanise the companies into activity, so that
they may put to the fullest possible use the
leases they have obtained from the Crown.
It is most necessary that this should ke done,
in order to give employment to people in a
time of stress like this, I would remind
members that the Chamber of Mines now he-
longs to the Primary Producers party.

Mr. Latham: Both are primary producers.

Mr. LUTEY: The whole aim of the
management of our biy mines has been
to get the best possible deal for the
ahsentee owners. Their organisation has
been superh, and they have been able to
do much as they liked. When those primary
producers of this State, who have an intimate
knowledge of the members of the Chamber of
Mines, understand that they have been linked
up with that organisation, they will have
rather a bad taste in their mouths. They wiil
begin to wonder what kind of company it is
they find themselves in. 1 compliment the
Minister for Works upon his speech regarding
the operations of the State trading concerns,
and his reference to the ghouls who are
endeavouring to discredit them.

Mr. Latham: You Qo not think it is right
that the State shonld enter imto competition
with private individuals, do younf

Mr. Corboy: You believe the State should
ran a wheat pool?

Mr. LUTEY: 2Members of the Country
Party are ready enough te support the con-
struetion of railways into the farming dis-
tricts, the running of wheat pools, and the
erection of abattoirs in Fremantle. They are
glad enough to get assistance for the erection
of freezing works. When, however, it comes
to a question of State trading concerns, which,
I believe, will prove prosperous if they get a
fair deal, they want them done away with.
They want the cream for themselves, leaving
the rest for other people. If I had my way
they would have a little of their own medicine
back. I would say, let us go the whole hog,
and do away with the Agricultural Bank, the
State railways, and other activitics of the
kind. Let them have a full taste of what
private enterprise would mean, No one would
be so anxious as the farmers to revert to the
old State utilities and trading concerns. They
would only be too glad to see the State go
back to the old lines. They want everything
their own way if things are of any use to
them, hut evervthing that seems to be unpay-
able they want to be throwm back upon the
State. They keep on harping on the State
trading conecrana to such an extent that they
may serve as a boomerang that will some day
strike them very hard.

The Minister for Works: Perhaps they will
take up my challenge and move the motion I
suggested,

Mr. MONEY (Bunbury) [88]: I should
be failing in my duty as a member of this
Chamber if T permitted this occasion to pasa
withont making reference to one or two of
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the vitally important snbjects contained in
the Speech. The first one mentioned is
that which shows the number of immigrants
who came to Western Australia between the
years 1908 and 1921, and those who still
remain. I am also struck by the reference
to the huge deficiency in our finances, I can-
not contemplate the position with any degree
of comfort. In a subsequent paragraph of
the Speech it is stated that the sinking fund
of Western Australia exceeda the amount of
the deficit. We can hardly console ourselves
with that fact. At the tim¢ we obtained our
loans it wag contemplated that a sinking fund
would be established and set apart for the
gpecific purpose of repaying them. It was
necessary to have the sinking fund to cover
those projects which were non-preductive, A
huge amount of money must have been spent
in projects of that pnature. Furthermore,
many of them will require to be renewed from
time to time. We ean hardly say, therefore,
that the sinking fund covers our deficiency,
a2nd we are unable {o contemplate that position
with a great degree of equanimity. The
government of this State is supposed to be
earried out by Parliament. If that is so it is
the duty of every member, and his responsi-
bility, to make every effurt to ascertain why
so many people have left our shores, and why
we are in our present financial position. In
whbat way do our circumstances differ from
those countries to which immigrants are flock-
ing in great numbers, and where they have
to legislate not for newcamers, but against
them? In view of the position in which we
find ourselves, I cannot help thinking it would
have been a good move if greater re-
sponsibility had been thrown upon members of
Parliament than has been the ease in the past.
Te my mind, it is only by going into the
existing conditions that we can ascertain the
reason of these two unfortuanate facts. With
regard to enconraging vopulation, T ask my-
gelf the question, in what way are we defi-
cient in facilities for earrying on secondary
industries as compared with other States?
And then T ask, have other countries cheaper
power for manufactures? Has private en-
terprise, or have Governments, elsewhere in-
vestignted this important subject while we
have left it alone? T find from the investi-
gations of the select committee now in pro-
press that the cost of eleetric power generally
throughout Western Australia is too great
for the establishment of a secondary indus-
try to ecompete suecessfully against the rest
of the world.

Mr. Richardson: DPower is smid to be
cheaper in onr metropolitan area than in any
of the Eastern States.

Mr. MONEY: If one halfpenny per unit
is exceeded for nower, one is handicapped
against other parts of the world.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Whieh parts of the
world ?

AMr. MONEY: Ameriea, for one.

Hon. W, (. Angwin: No.

Mr. MONEY: We eompete with America.
Australia is as big as Ameriea. Why shonld
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not we have the same facilities here aa the
people have in Americal?

Hon. W, C. Apgwin: Becanse Amerita has
water power and we have not.

Mr., MONEY: Apart from water power,
T am not convineed that we can ereate cheap
power while we haul our fuel for the purpose
of creating power a matter of 120 miles from
the coal Belds. The freight cost is about
11s. per ton. It seems too obvious that if we
cut off that extra expemse of 11s. per ton for
haulage, we ¢an have power at half the pre-
sent cost by generating it at Collie. Why
are we content with present conditions in that
respect?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The engineers say
that the plan you advocate would cost more;
and they onght to know.

Mr. MONEY: I kuow that to-day in
Great Britain, in order to compete in the
world ’s markets—which we also have to do
—they are exercising every imgenuity to get
the cheapest possible power. In this particu-
lar instanee I need not go further than to
say that, obviously, if we can create power
in Perth at, for the sake of argument, 2¢.
per unit:

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
Fremantle at .9d.

My, MONEY:
done at Fremantle.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
that is actual fact.

Mr., MONEY: If power ia being created
in Perth to-day at 1d. per unit, then by sav-
ing the hauling eost of 11s. per ton we should
be able ta crents power for a halfpenny per
unit,

Mr. Richardson: ‘What about the cost of
transmitting the power?

Mr. MONEY: The Perth power house is
already transmitting current 60 miles—20
miles in one direction, 20 miles in another,
and also 20 miles in a dircetion towards the
C'ollie coalfields. I learn that it is possible
to-day to transmit power a distance of 200
miles for a loss in transit of about 13% per
cent.

‘We are selling it in
Many funny things are

That i3 not funny;

Mr, Corboy: But what about the eapital
cost of the line to do it?
Mr., MONEY: If we are transmitting

power 60 miles, we ought to know what the
cost of doing that is; and by donbling that
cost we shail arrive at the cost of tranamit-
ting power 120 miles. That factor has not
been thoroughly gone into yet, but I hope
that as the outeome of the seleet eommit-
tee’s investigations, we shall give our-
selves the same Tacilities as other coun-
tries enjoy. This is the only method
of obtaining cheap produetion, and the only
method of cheapening our cost of living. Tt
is the modern method. Thinking of this mat-
ter makes me realise how isplated Western Aus-
tralia has been for many years. T am satisfied
that in many respects we are working 20
years behind the times. Tn Ameriea this ques-
tion of electrical power has been very much
to the front, and so it has been in all the pro-
gressive countries of the world. To some ex-
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tent we are suffering for not being abreast of
the times. I mention the matter because of
its bearing on finance. So long as the private
finances of the people, contrasted with Gov-
eroment finances, increase in the same ratio as
our deficit increases, we are in a position to
cope with the extra cost involved. But if our
private finances are not increasing in the same
ratio, or if they are decreasing, then our po-
gition is serious. Up to the present, we have
had no statement showing what may be called
the position of the people’s assets, the fitness
of the people to pay the increased taxation
which is necessary to lift the State out of its
financial Qiffienlties. I do not think it can bo
said that to-day the cattle kings of Western
Australia are any better off than they were
a few years ago; [ doubt whether they are
ag well off. I doubt whether the owners of
sheep stations are now any better off than
they were aouie years ago. I do not think the
people’s wealth has inereased in a ratio suffi-
cient to allow of Government finance being
dealt with. Can wec look to any other matter
in which our position differs from that of
other States? Our railways do in a large
measure account for ovwr deficit, or for a very
large propoertion of it. Have we a proper
system in our railways? Have we the grades
necessary for economical transport? We have
not. I can say that straightaway of my own
knowledge. I know there are grades of one
in forty where the heaviest traffic in 'Western
Australia has to be handled.

The Minister for Works:
much of that grade.

There is not

Mr. MONEY: No; there i3 not much of

it. But it is like the chain, the strength of
which is measured by the strength of its
weakest link, A grade of one in forty limits
the load one ean hanl,

The Minister for Mines: The ruling grade
is one in sixty.

Mr. MONEY: I am satisfied that with a
modern grade of one in eighty, our existing
locomotives, which are not of the latest de-
sign, would be abhle to haul approximately
doubte their present load. However, on many
of our lines to-day we have this grade of one
in forty

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Where?

Mr. MONXEY: ‘The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) should
know. T am surprised at his not knowing.
The heaviest traffic our railway system has is
from Collie to Brunswick., That is probably
the heaviest single line trafliec in Western Aus-
tralia. It is not only that railway which has
the one in forty grade, but the same grade ob-
tains on the line from the Narrogin district,
which ecarries so large a proportien of our
wheat harvest.

The Minister for Mines:
yon going to do ahout it?

Mr. MONEY: I realise that it is not suffi-
cient to draw attention te these faets, but that
one must also have a counstruetive alternative
to show how the present state of affairs can

Well, what are
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be remedied. It is only a few weeks since 1
Wwas over a surveyed line from Collie to Dar-
danup, the grade of which, according to the
engineer’s report, is one in eighty. There is
the alternative. If I have drawn attention to
these facts and sugpested a remedy, then I
shall have done some service to my constitu-
ents and to the State. I do not think this
question has been sufficiently ventilated in
Partiament. '

Hon, W. C. Angwin: I sec a lot of things
that it would be advantageoua to do if only
we had the money to do them.

Mr. MONEY: I am glad of that inter-
jection. We cannot afford ngt to do this thing.
1t is only by spending the meoney to remedy
a defect of this kind that we shall ever get
out of pur difficulties, We have waited too
long in these matters. As the Premier zaid
earlier in this debate with regard to immi-
gration, we cannot afford to wait any longer.
The difference between a one in eighty grade
and a one in forty grade means approximately
double haulage power.

Mr. Harrison: The difference is more.

Mr. MONEY: It saves the cost of one
train out of two. It means that one engine
will do as much as two engines are doing
now with the grade unaltered.

Mr, Harrigon: The (ifference is four times
as much,

Mr. MONEY: I am aatisfied that if I can
save, approximately, half the expense of haul-
age on that important line, it will be sufficient
for the purpose of this discussion. I am not
in a position to state the saving altogether ac-
curately; but I am juformed—and I have seen
the details—that the alteration in grade would
mean, approximately, doubling ocur haulage
power. 1 myself thought that the power
wonld be a little more than doubled.

Mr. Pickering: New Sonth Wales spent
£2.000,000 on regrading.

Mr. MONEY: And it paid them well. If
New South Wales had not expended that
money and attended to these things, they
would have been in the position im which we
find ourselves to-day.

Mr. Wilson: They did not have a Country
Party in that State?

Mr. Pickering: It was the Country Party
that helped to do that.

Mr, MONEY: T am glad to bave the in-
tervention on the part of the member for
Sussex (Mr. Pickering), for it proves what I
set out to deal with, namely, that we are
faced with obstacles which do not pre-
sent themselves to people elsewhere. If we
have to pay £1 for freight owing to the grade,
it means that onr freights are heavy, and we
eannot reduce those freights until we reduce
the cost of rmnning our railways. The present
state of affairs will not only militate against
the success of our railways, but against the
suceess of our producers, which ¢annot be
jmproved unless freights are cheapened. In
what other respects are we handicapped? In
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the country where I came from to Western
Auystralia, it was unknown for any prodacer
to be unable to hau! his produee to his sid-
ing at any period of the year. On the other
hand, I have no doubt whatever that 20 per
cent. of the products of the South-West, the
portion of Western Australia which we are
out to develop, and which iz to play so great
a part in the closer settlement scheme, ean-
not be carried to the different sidings along
the railways at all. This is a disadvantage
from which Western Australia is suffering
more than any other place I know of in the
world, The conditions have cxisted for many
years.

Mr, Pickering:. For us long as we can re-
member.

Mr. MONEY: And they still go on in the
same old way, on the same old track! We
cannot afford to permit them to continve.
If we are to increase our population and our
produetivity, good roads are required at once.
While we produce nothing, the roads are all
right; immediately we want to use the roads,
they fail ns. There is something very wrong.
I do not want to go inte other matters re-
garding transit at this juncture, but I want
to draw attention to this faet as ome of the
obstacles preventing that advaneement which
is so necessary if we are to sueceed.

Mr, Davies: Roads are more essential there
than railways.

Mr., MONEY: T have s2id that before.

Mr. Pickering: And it will stand repeti-
tion.

Mr. MONEY: T repeat roads are more
essential there than railways.

Mr. Wilson: We have plenty of railways.

Mr. MONEY: And it only requires adminis-
tration, co-operation and co-ordination. The
Minister for Works is taking a keen
interest in this matter at the present time
and T do not think he will mind me saying
that, with the assistance of the Minister
for Railways that position of co-ordination
is being achieved which I hope will make
a considerable difference in the South-
West,

The Minister for Works: You have done
your part well.

Mr. MOXNEY: I have not done it alome.
Without the help I received from the Minis-
ter for Works, well—one knows how little 2
private membet can do in these efforts!

Mr. Wilson: You have got some fine roads
in Bonbury.

Hon, P. Collier: With vyourself and the
Minister for Works comhined, great things are
posrible.

Mr. MOXEY: I cannot pass over thiz im-
portant subjert without mentioning that ray
of hope to show that the result 1 seek may
be possible in the achievement. I am satis-
fied that it is a very simple matter. With
the expenditure of a little money, we could
bave improved our roads 50 per cent. in the
pest. 1 find, however, that the drainage of
the roads in many districts has been ahso-
lutely megleeted. That must be attended to.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Pickering: You are opening up a big
subject.

Mr. MONEY: The bhon, member is quite
right. Reference has been made to
centralisation. I am satisfied that although
we  can  produce apples and fruit in
Western Australia which can compete
with fruit produced in any ether part
of the world, unless we secure less ex-
pensive facilities for placing our products
on the markets of the world, the fruitgrowing
industry in Western Australia will not be the
success we desire. I am not a pessimist, but
it is my duty to look plain faets in the face.
Let me take an average account in connection
with the export of apples to the London mar-
ket. [ have one dealing with 109 cases which
were shipped by the s.s. ‘‘Bakara.'’ That
fruit realised £56 13s. 3d., which worked out
at between 10s. and 1ls. per case. That was
a pre-war price, and low at that. After those
apples had been placed on the market from
the grower’s siding—no expense is included
in that amount for growing and packing the
fruit—the cost of putting that froit on the
market worked out at £52 3s, 1d., leaving
the grower, at his own siding, a balance of
£4 10s, 2d.

The Minister for Works: Tt would not pay
for the cages!

Mr. MONEY: I bring this matter forward
for a purpose in mo way derogatory to our
fruitgrowing industry, ont we would be fools
to close our eyes to the naked facts before us.
I take it that it is the duty of the Minister
for Agriculture, or Cabinet 23 & whole and of
every member of Parliament to investigate
this important matter. We should ask our-
sclves: What can we do to remedy it?

Mr. Harrison: Were not those apples io
poor condition?

Mr. MONEY: The apples were in good con-
dition. Out of the 109 cases, only two were
marked ‘‘slack.”’ If a grower does not pack hig
case full, the apples ro]l sbeut, and then
they say the case is not completely packed.
Those particular cases brought 10s. each and
that demonstrates that they were not too bad,
seeing that the average ran between 10s. and
11s. per case. 1 inquired to find out if there
was something wrong with the apples. I
was told that they were all right. I was toid
they were fair average samples of the cases
sent by the “Bakara® which, in turn, was an
average shipment. It is true that the market
was not good but that is eur trouble. I men-
tion this particular case to illustrate the neces-
sity for decentralisation. It is necessary that
the Government should render every possible
assistavee to the fruitgrowers of Western
Australia. What is happenmng to-day in this
matter? These fruitgrowers are sending their
products to Bunbury, whick is their natural
port, Lut thev cannot be denlt with there,
because the facilities for shipment are not
provided. It is meressary that certain faeili-
ties shall be available to load direct from
thé shed to the ship. It is mot possible to
load a ship at an ordinary timber jetty. This
affects growers in two ways, They have to
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pay the extra freight on the journéy to Fre-
mantle which is an extra 100 miles. More
important than the cost involved by that ex-
tra journey, however, is the damage done to
the fruit during that trip of 100 miles in
summer. It is essential to keep the fruit
sound and as cool as posaible. If a grower
can send the fruit direct from the shed
to the ship, it is quite all right, but if it
has to be sent to a port, such a5 Fremantle,
involving another half day’s journey, the
fruit, by being bruised, deteriorates to the
extent of about 2s. a case.

The Minister for Worka: The fruit becomnes
sweated.

Mr. MONEY: Pruitgrowers in other parts
of the world endeavour to use their natural
port. We canngt afford to neglect this mat-
ter any Jonger in the interests of the fruit-
growers themselves. It must be attended to,
if we desire to make a ‘suceess of this in-
dustry, A return of £4 10s. 1d. for 109
cases of fruit will not pay even for
the cases in which the fruit is packed.

It means that the growers lose the
interest on their capital outlay and
a)l the wages for the 12 months. Per-

haps it i3 unnecessary to remind hon,
members that only one crop of apples can
be picked in a year. The eapitai ontlay may
Tun to as high as £100 per acre, and the loss
of the interest on that moncy, plus the wages
for the vear, means that it doea not pay the
grower to continue on those lines. These
mafters are extremely important, ahd shounld
be investigated thoroughly with a view to
seeuring & remedy. Mr. Speaker, this posi-
tion must be remedied! No producer ean eon-
tinne even in a couniry that produces the
finest fruit marketed, if seven-eighths of his
return has to go in the cost of marketing it.
No other producer of any other produet in the
world pays so much for placing his product
on the market as do the fruitgrowers of
‘Western Australia. .

Mr. Pickering: And his fruit is nearest
to the market.

Mr. MONEY: That is so. We cannot
anticipate a2 much higher price in the world’s
market. It is 3d. per lb. wholesale and that
is not a bad price by any means,

Mr. Richardson: The price is more likely
to come dowa.

Mr. MONEY: Again, we have to com-
pete with South Africa and America, the
latter country having a system of cool
storage that enables her to keep apples for
much longer than we can. Although her
apples were five or six months old, they
were in perfect condition when marketed.
If we are to succeed, it is necessary that
everything possible shall be done to assist
the fruitgrowers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are pessimistie.

Mr. MONEY: Does the member for North-
Fast Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) say
I am pessmistic?

The Minister for Works: He is a perfect
optimist.
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Mr. MONEY: With a country like West-
ern Australia, with the possibilities ahead of
us and with such soil as we have—

Mr. Carter: And with such people.

Mr. MONEY: And the people too, it is
impossible to be pessimistic. On the other
hand, we will be damn fools——

Mr. SPEAEER: Order!

Mr. MONEY: We will be damn fools if
we {lo not face the position and deal with it
s0 that we shall ultimately succeed. Are we
pessimistic because we grow the finest fruit
in the world?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
must not use unparliamentary langunage,

Mr. MONEY: If I said it I am sorry.
must have been carried away. What I am
entitled to say is that any fool can produce
at a loss, but it is our duty to produce at a
profit. If we cannot do that, then God help
the immigration scheme! I am mentioning
these matters with a fixed purpose, partly on
the score of immigration, and largely beeause
of those thousands that have Jeft ounr shores.
If they were fruit growing in this eountry
on accounts like these, it is no wonder they
left and went elsewhere where proper facili-
ties were provided,

Mr. Carter: But you have been quoting
extreme cases

Mr. MONEY: Nothing of the sort! It is
the average for this boat, and I am informed
that some of these aceounts show a debit to
the individual grower. It occurred to me
that those apples had not kept as they ought
to have dome. I am now in a position to
affirm their keeping gualities. Tnable to ob-
tain space for London, some of the apples re-
mained in the shed for weeks. It was not
expeeted that after they had been knocking
about the shed for so long they would keep
any length of iime, and so the instructions
were to place them on the local market as
goon as possible. I inspeeted those apples
last week, and T was utterly astonished to
find that they were just as sound as on the
day they left the orchard.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You said they were
knocked about in the shed.

Mr MONEY: Wbat I meant was that
they remained in the shed for weeks await-
ing space for shipment. However, it is now
clear that our fruit is not only the finest in
the world, but will keep for export. In view
of our position, it is essential that there
shoold be the greatest possible co-ordination.
I was amused at hearing Dr. Campbell, whep
in Perth, speak with what I call the limitless
mind of the astronomer. He sgid they were
not satisfied with eonsidering problems two
miles below the surface and probably four
miles in height; their mental capaeity, he
said, penetrated millions of miles beyond. 1
feel that if we could only probe the depth
of two miles below the surface and knew
everything within two or three miles above
the surface, that limit wonld be sufficient for
us. But T am afraid that at times we do not
probe sufficiently. We do not know the ways
of the world, and so are not in a position to
compete against the world. We are in the
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tiansient stage. Twenty or thirty years ago
we were living on the matural assets of West-
ern Australia, some of the richest mines in
the world, and on our timber. We have been
cutting that natural asset and eomverting it
into wealth, and new we have arrived at the
period at which we have to preduce an assct
and compete with it in the world’s market.
For that we require greater facilities. and
more  up-to-date methods than we have.
Within a few miles of us is some of the rich-
est land to be found in the world, land which
has been lying idle ever since the State has
been a State.

Hor. P. Collier: We are draining it now.

Mr, MOXKEY: TFor years past have we
been paying big freights to bring cattle from
the North-West, not attempting to prodvee
our own fresh food products at our own door,
We might as well expect the Old Country,
rich in minerals and manufactures, to import
all its cattle from America, the distance be-
tween Amerien and England being much the
same as that between Perth and the North.
T de not know of any other place in the world
where an attempt has been made to develop
a country under those conditiona. Consider
what the hondreds of thousands of pounds
paid to the eattle ships would have done for
the development of our State! For the
cattle of the North-West there are markets
nearer to the North-West than is Perth, If
we had praceeded on those lines we should
have had our North-West asset and our Seuth-
West asset, thus reserving to ourselves the
markets of Western Australia, and Western
Australia  would have been much further
ahead to-day. Cattle freight from the North-
Waest is £7 per head. Tn the development of
any country, markets are the most important
factor and asset of all, markets and cheap
transport. Can we hope to lessen the eost
of living while we pay £7 per head freight
on cattle from the North-West?

The Minister for Mines: You are well
ahove the mark. 1t is not £7.

Mr, MONEY: Tt was £8 a little while ago.

Mr. Uuderwood: Tt costs £8 to-day from
the station down to Perth.

Mr. MONEY: We havc not considered
these questions as we should thave done.
Within 2 stone’s throw we have thousands
of acres of the richest swamnp lands in Auns-
tralia. We have done nothing with them.
Why? Tt cannot be bhecause of the eost of
drainage, for the taking of water off a
ewamp represents only one-tenth the cost of
clearing timbered country [ am not speak-
ing of Herdsman’s Lake, I am speaking
of the chain of swamps between the railway
and the coast, and extending from Fremantle
to Bupbury., T am informed that there are
proeurable giant shovels moving at each
stroke cight cubic yards of earth.

The Minister for Works: There is such
a shovel on the Pecl estate now.

Mr. MONEY: Yet up to the present our
methods, generally speaking, have been with
the hand s ade and band shovel, moving pos-
gitly less than half a spadeful at a atroke.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Under these antiquated methods our costs
must be at least ten times as great as under
nodern methods. If we are to utilise those
thousands of acres of rich swamp lands, we
shall have to use more modern metheds. It
would be one of the best investments West-
ern Australia could make. Again, we have
not been looking far enough into the ques-
tivn of transport. We bhave bevn satisfied
with railways. The time is come to carry
our minds back to the cheapest transport in
the world, awl follow in the steps of America
and of Europe. I do not wish to abolish
reilwaya; but in treating a new subject,
it is for us to lock at it from cvery possible
point of view, It iz worth our whila to see
if we cannot met a dredge that will deal with
exeavation by a cheap method. If we are to
utilise the Iands between Fremantle and
Bunbury to the fullest extent, we require a
drainage scheme on a large scale, something
that will go through that Ilevel country
swamp after swamp and effectively deal with
the whole arca. It is a matter of caleulation
to determine how deep the drain must be,
Tt I think it will have to be so large as to
serve a double purpose, as to be not merely
a drain, but also a canal for the transport of
the produce of these rich lands.

The Minister for Works: A lot of that land
is sand.

Mr. MONEY: If we had a floating dredge,
the sand eould be pumped ocut to the side.
The sand was no ohstacle to the construction
of the Suéz Canal and it need be no obstacle
here. Qur financial position is serious, but
there is material amongst the 50 members of
this Houre to deal with the problem. Tt would
be of considerable advantage if we had a
little more government by Parliament than
we have had in the past. XLooking back to
the resolutions passed on their merits and
those on the party ticket. T am safe in say-
ing that the former are the more correct.
If it is possible to convinece the House on
these wratters, surely the House abould have
the right to initiate them. If we could only
have proper road transit and improve our
railways and drain the lands of the South-
West, we would be able to produce green
foidder for continuous dairying throughout
the vear. Drainage scheines wounld lead to
doubling the butter production in those dis-
triets with the same number of cattle that
we have at present. Our dairying period is
far too short. We eannot utilise our land
as we should. It is a peculiar fact that the
wetter the land is in winter, the drier it is
in summer. If it is kept reasonably drained,
it can be worked at the end of the winter
and the moisture can be retained moaths
Jonger than if the Tand bas been in a water-
logged condition. When it is water-logged
it is useless in winter through heing too soft
and ugeless in summer through being too hard.
Only by following out these esrentiala of
aericnlture shall we achieve the end we de-
sire. The mwore we work our land, the more
we improve it and the more we inerease the
ascet. Thus eventually Western Australia
will hecome a rich country. In converting
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a national asset as in mining, we must not
lose sight of the fact that we are really
diminishing our capital. I commend the
Premicr for being one of the first to take
advantage of the jmmigration policy which
undoubtedly was considered to some extent
in 1913.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Was that the reason
for the public meetings objecting to it.

Mr. MONEY: But for the war it would
have come sponer. If we are to attraet im-
migrants, we shall be on safe ground if we
are able to proclaim to the world that our
present settlers are producing at a profit. If
we cannot do this, we cannot expect to at-
tract immigrants to the State. It is just as
important to pay attention to the matters I
have brought before the House as to encourage
immigrants to come to Western Australia.
It is like wooing a woman, It iz one thing
to woo her and another thing to keep her.
To keep her one must treat her well. Tt is
so with our immigrants. Seeing that we have
lost so many we have wooed, there must
be something wrong.

Hon, W. G, Angwin: They might be people
returning to their homes in the FEastern
States.

Mr. MONEY: I do not think that any
statemont by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle can explain the figures,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is the explana-
tion.

Mr. Mann: Six thousand of ovr men were
killed at the war,

Mr. MONEY: Even that leaves 30,000
who have gone from our shores of those
who came here, I have been trying to
speak on big things, and if I have been able
to throw any light on subjects which will
assist to arrive at the why and wherefore
of our present circumstaneces, T sball have
done something which every member should
strive to do.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany) [9.8): I listened most at-
tentively to the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Money). 'There is always a mystery sur-
rounding most people, and I am satisfied
there is a mystery sourrounding him., He
was most pronounced in proelaiming him-
sclf an optimist, but if enlarging vpon and
magnifying our difficulties is opfimism, I
have yet something to learn. Tt is true he
suggested many ways to better our position,
but I d¢ not know that it was very helpful to
find him magnifying his portion of the State
into being the essential method of solving
our great problems. Some day he may have
an opportunity to attempt to administer de-
partments of State, and he, will then realise
that Western Australia is greater than any
one member’s constituency.  He will also
realise that it is even greater than some of
our known districts, because there are few
members who know much of the State ex-
cept that portion served by the railway sys-
tem. The hon. member naturally insists that
he ig an optimist, but T do not know to what
extent he is influenced by surrounding con-
ditions.

lo7

Hon. P. Collier:
from that delugion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. It
reminds me of the question ‘‘When is 2 man
drunk?’ The answer given was ‘‘ When he
asserts that he is mot.’’ I am beginning
to think that the hor. member is so intoxi-
cated with pessimism that he proclaims him-
self an optimist.  Surrounding eonditions
may influence him somewhat, and thus we
have a new problem which I have heard of
from others but have never personally real-
ised. He snys that the wetter the winter is,
the drier is the land in the summer. I have
heard a man say that after a wet night.
Maybe the hon. member has been influenced
by the fact that ‘‘Puesyfoot’’ Johnson is
lectaring this evening.

Mr. Money: The Minister for Agriculture
would not say that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Min-
ister would not say that whieh he knows,
I am saying what I do not know. I have not
tried it out in company with the member for
West Perth (Mrs. Cowan), I have not had
a wet night, so I do not know what it is
like to have a dry moraning. I mention this
by way of introduction to explain that the
debate has again produced evidence that we
are living in an age wheu naturally enough
we are suffering many difficulties which
would not have occurred but for the great
war. Having suffered severely because of
the war and its aftermath, we seem to
magnify our difficulties and lose sight of the
things which are of some value. I have
always urged my pessimistic friends auwd’
those who complain that I smile too fre-
quently, that when they are suffering most
severely, they will always he able to find
someone who is suffering much worse. This
is sufficient to give one fresh heart. I have
not yet found myself in such difficulties that
I could not find someone who was worse off.
Why, I have been threatened within an inch
of my life in this Chamber during recent
weeks, but I am still alive. That is more
than poor Colling or Griffiths ean say.
Although our troubles are great, they are
not so great as the troubles confronting
most countries in the world at the present
time. They are not even so great as the
troubles prevailing in most parts of Aus-
tralia. 1t would help our State if those who
are expected to lead public opinion magni-
fied the things which are good rather than
deerying the State beecauss we have little
difficulties, which for the moment seem to
be everything, while the other things do¢ not
geem to count at all. I am controlling cer-
tain departments, and my experience enablea
me to mray that notwithstanding the critieism
of civil gervants, we are well served in our
Government Departments,

Mrs. Cowan: Hear, bear!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There are
times when memhers of Parliament disagree
with the attitude adopted by civil servants;
there are times when Ministers do likewise,
but to magnify into something savouring of
disloyalty a statement made by a public

All pessimists suffer
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servant when introdueing a new Minister to
his department ig quite wrong. I know that
Dr, Atkinson is a good officer and that he
kad less intention of threatening the new
Minjster than members here have had of
threatening Ministers during the last week
or two, To say that this episode was evi-
dence of the fact that the serviee is disloyal
is guite wrong.

Hon. W. C.
that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then let
me take the other viewpoint,
Mr. Mann: It was bad taste.’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt might
have been bad taste, but if we can look at
our efforts from time to time and feel satis-
fied that we have not said anything in bad
taste, we might call ourselves super men.
Most of us make mistakes. If the eharge
is shifted to one of lack on the part of the
new Minister to assert hia authority, may
I point out that that gentleman might easily
have made what would appear to some to
be 3 very fine effort in replying to the state-
neuts made by the Principal Medieal Officer
by stating as some have said, ‘‘If you do
not like to accept my dictation on matters
affecting the department, you had better get
out.’’ Dr, Atkingon possesses a knowledge
upon technical matters which could not be
pessessed by the Minister, and upon such
technieal matters the Minister must of
necegsity accept his advice.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He was referring to
finance and economy,

Mr. Davies: What was his object?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The whole
thing bas been magnified for the purpose of
belittling the new Miaister. It was not
worthy of members to adept this attitude in
his absence. Let ves judge the Minister by
his actions, and see whether, when he is in
full possession of his departments, he will
accept without questiom every recommenda-
tion and every action of members of the
gervice under his contro)l. If he does so,
the tima then will have arrived for accusing
him. Do not charge him now and find him
gnilty until he has been heard.

Mr. Richardson: No one suggested doing

Angwin: No one suggested

B0.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Members
are now beginning to apologise for what
they have said.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: There is no necessity
for an apology. The Minister was told to
stand up to the Premier and keep a atiff
upper lip.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That may
he necessacy too. We are living in times
when it may he necessary for us all to keep
a stiff upper lip. I am doing so myself,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But not in the cage
of the Treasurer who haas complete charge
of the finances.

The MINISTER FOR MINXES: The Trea-
surer is strong enough to stand up against
any heads of departments in mattera con-
nected with finance,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Teesdale: It is a good thing he is.

The MINISTER FOR MINES; The Treas-
urer js right in doing so. On the question
of funds the Treasurcr has the last word.
If a departmental hiead makes a recommen-
dation which he believes is in the hest im-
terests of the public, and which necessitates
the expenditure of public funds, be is within
his rights, but would not be entitled to ques-
tion the action of the Trensurer if he declined
to make those funds available.

Hon. W. C. Angvin: I know of a case
where you turned down an expenditore, and
where the money was spent afterwards in
gpite of you.

The MINISTER TOR MINES: That evi-
dently huppesed in the hon. member’s de-
partment when he was Minister for Works,
for I know mnothing about it.

Hon. W. €. Angwin: Your attention was
drawn to it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I .have no
knowledge of it.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It was not in my de-
partment,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We ought
not to judge the mew MMinister before he has
been tried.

Houn. P. Collier: If there has bheen any
misunderstanding, the fault lies with Dr, At-
kinson in the unfortunate way he expressed
himself,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That may
be so. The incident should not have been
magnified to the extent it has been. In the
absence of my colleague, I must take the
view that he must be given a trial before he
ia condemned. I now desire to refer to some
criticism that has been levelled at the de-
partments under my control, and will deal
first of all with the MAines Department. I
have listened with a preat deal of pleasure,
generally speaking, to the utterances of mem-
bers directly representative of mining con-
stituencies. The most surprising thing about
the debate is the attitude adopted by the
memher for Kalgoorlie (Mr, Boyland). At
no time previously has the department been
go difficult to administer, nor has it needed
so much sympathetic administration.

Hon. P. Collier: Are you going to take the
£10,000 a year?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I may con-
sider the offer if it is made to me. I realise
that the hon. member is suffering from a dis-
ease that unfortunately has been brought

.about by his employment in the mining in-

dustry., He would naturally feel that unless
somcthing were done of a definite nature by
the Government to lessen the ravage: of that
disease, we were neglecting our duty. He is
entitled to adopt that attitude. I am pre-
pared to give him credit for being serious in
his eriticism on that point. Netwithstanding
the position as it affeets himself, he ought
not to adopt the attitude of heing personally
offensive in his remarks concerning me, T
realise that the mining indnstry is suffering
seriously from causes over which the Govern-
ment have uo control. When money became
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scaree, or was required for other purposes con-
sequent upon the war, and when it also be-
eame costly, easier methods of investment
were available to people who had money. In-
atend of putting it imto such hazardous in-
vestments as mining they preferred to take
up Government securities earrying high rates
of interest. The industry that has suffered
more seriously from that state of afiairs than
any other ia the mining industry. It has also
suffered through the high cost of production,
but more from a lack of capital whieh has
prevented the mnecessary development work
from going om. Last year the value of our
mineral output was £2,880,168, which was
£379,242 less than for the previous year. Our
gold was valued at £2,352,000, or 8187 per
cent. of our total minera! production. Coal
was valued at £407,117, copper at £24,601,
and silver, tin gnd other minerals made up a
comparatively small amount. The dividends
paid by mining  companies amounted to
£306,958, whieh was £77,125 less than for the
previous year. The ore treated amounted to
857,510 tons. We show a decrease in all our
mining fields, exeept Broad Arrow, North-
East Coolgardie, and the Phillips River. The
larpest decrease was in Mt. Margaret. This
fell off to the extent of 193,000 toms, and on
the Yilgarn goldfield there was a reduction of
70,956 tons over the previous year. This was
duve to lack of development work.

Mr. Munsie: It was due to the Lancefield
mine and to the Bullfinch mine elosing down.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Those were
contribwting causes, There has beenm an in-
erease in the working costs. Last year, when
we thought we had reached bedroek in this
direction, the average cost per ton of ore
raised was 38s. 7d. This was a slight in-
crease on the previous year. Tt was 18.14.
per ton higher than it was in 1914. Tt is
evident, therefore, that the mines that wounld
have heen working under 1914 eonditions
conld mot work to- -day. There must, there-
fore, be a decline in our mining operations.
This not only meant a reduction in tonnage,
but meant that many mines, in order to keep
working, had to dliscard ore the value of
which wovld, under the 1814 conditions, have
enabled them to make a profit on it, but
which it is now impossible to take out. Ore
of reagonably good value is now being left
in the ground, and in many cases, I fear,
will be left there permapently. The average
value of the ore raise! and treated was
51.56s. per ton, which is an inerease of 9.34s.
over the previons year. Notwithstanding the
increase in the average value of the ore
raised, there must, under the conditions 1
have mentioned, he a decrease in the opera-
tions and a reduction in the numher of men
employed. TLast vear there were 7,084 men
employed in the mdustrg, a reduetion of 1 412
men. We are passing through difficulties that
are not easily appreciated by those who
know nothing ahout our mining operations.
Those who dwell in the coastal or agricultural
areas may imagine that, because of the gen-
eral conditions prevailing in their districts,
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everything is all right. It is hard for them
to understand why the Treagurer should be
short of funds and find it diffieult to carry on.
Wheun it is realised what the mining industry
has meant to this State in the matter of
weulth produetion, the part it has played in
assisting uws to meet our interest payments,
and the ease with which trade and commerce
have flowed at one time in this State, and the
further fact is realised that there are
1,400 fewer men employed in the industry
than there were for the previous year, it is
eagy to understand the difficulty the Treasurer
will find himself in.

Mr. Lutey: 'Some companies counld have
taken greater advantage of the gold bonus,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
doubtfu! about that. The average value of
gold won per man employed in the industry
was £378.30, which was a falling off as
compared with the previous year, when it was
£381.26. The average number of tons raised
per man employed in the industry fell from
180.61 to 146.76. 'This is evidence of the
growing difficulties the companies have had
to contend with, for it has meant a greater
cost per ton raised. Notwithstanding all
these cirenmstances, last year we produced
over 61 per cent. of the total gold produe-
tion of Australasia, including New Zealand,
After all, we have something upon whieh to
congratulate ourselves. Although the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie has endeavoured to show
there has been a Jack of sympathy on the part
of the Mines Department, it ia evident that
we have not gone back to the same extent’as
other parts of Australasia. New Zealand pro-
duced only a little over 12 per ceunt. of the gold
production for that year, and Vietoria a little
over 11 per cent. We are, therefore, holding
our own very well. I have made allowance
for the attitode adopted by the hon. member.
Kalgoorlie with other goldfields must feel the
pinch. We all know it does. What, however,
has caused the comparatively sudden change
in the attitude of the hon. member? Twelve
months ago he said in this Chamber—
Let me say particularly that T am not
eondemning the Mines Department. Qur
present Minister for Mines is one of the
most sympathefic Ministers T have ever
known; and I have found oceasion to see
him repea.ted]y since my election ags member
for Kalgoorlie. We hear plenty of eriticism
of the Mines Department. Now, T believe
in giving credit where credit is due, and
therefore T speak of the Minister for Mines
as T have found that gentleman.
What has happened to him during the last
12 months?

Mr. Lutev: You stood on his corns.

Mr, Latham: You have become harder.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Not at all.
T will tell the House what we have done. Hag
the hon. member quoted any specific cass
wherein I have failed in a sympathetic en-
deavour, so far ag funds would permit, and
so far as it was humanely possible, to assist
the induwstry? The industry has undovbtedly
mffered, and I am endeavouring to explain
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the reason for that. It would have suffered a
great deal more had it not been for the assist-
ance rendered it by the Mines Department. I
will be candid enough to say that we have
rendered that assistanee in more than ¢ne case
quite outside the terms of the Mines Devel-
opment Act, Had we adhered strietly to the
Act, the pesistance eould mot have been
rendered. The member for Kalgoorlie might
have looked round to see whether his opinion
wag well founded. Tt is not always appre-
ciated that there is diffeulty in holding the
balance fairly between those directly inter-
ested in the mining industry on the one hang,
and the geaeral body nf taxpayers on the
other. Every mireownecr is satisfied that he
has the best mine on earth, and that there 18
no necessity whatever for an independent
inspeetion and report, all his statements being
perfectly correct. But of course I cannot act
on such assertions. As a trustee, I must neces-
sarily ask my responsible officers to investi-
gate. Then, if on their reports I am satisfied
that there is a renpsonable chance of suceess, T
am prepared to assist, as representative of the
taxpaycrs, those people who have faith
in their own propositions and will spend
money of their own on them. Mining has had
a flutter during the last year or two, but un-
fortunately it was in the main only a stock
exchange flutter. Companies were formed with
capitals aggregating £7,000,000, and this
within one year. But overy member knows
perfectly well that nothing like seven millions
of money ever reached the mining industry
for development purpoeses.

[The Depnty Speaker took the Chair.)

Mr. Munsie: Do yon think £2,000,000
reached it?

The MINIS1LR FOR MINES: Nothing
like it.
Mr. Munme: That is how the goldmining

industry of Australia has been capitalised
all along.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A
boom of suoch a nature made people
with money available for investment in

mining feel rather shy.
Department is not to he held responsible for
that, The department’s duty is not to make
such an investigation of every mining pro-
position ag will enable the departmental offi-
cers to tell the public exactly what is within
the four cornera of each lease. All we ean
say is that our mineral resources are worthy
of development. But mmoney subseribed by the
public should go where it is intended to be
spent, and not, as in many cases, merely to-
wards paying directors’ fees and office ex-
pensrs, never helping the mining industry at
all. Last year the inember for Kalgoorlie said
that T waa sympathetie towards the prospee-
tor. This year he says I have no sympathy
with the prospector at all. But, as 1 shall
presently show, during the last 12 months
more has been done for prospecting than was
ever done previously. The member for Kal-

Surely the Mines .
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goorlic has not adduced a single case of :
bona fide request for assistance submitted t«
the department being turned down, if upo:
investigation there proved to be even a pos
sibility of succeeding. Before the hon
member adopied his present attitude, h
might have satisfied bimself on that point
He would have found that tbe facts wer
quite contrary to his belief. From July o
1918, when I took the Mines portfolio, t
the 30th June, 1922, a period of thre
years, I have by direct advances, assist
ance lo the industry, and by guarantee
to the banks for advances made to mining
companies, syndicates, and othera, com
mitted the State to a sum of £135,000, a
average for the three years of £51,000 per an
num, That average of £51,000 per annum fo
three ycars is greater than the Iargest amoun
spent in any previous single year. Is tha
evidenee of lack of gympathy? Our previon
record was for 1911-12, when the Leader o
the Opposition was drat in office ag Ministe
for Mines, and then we spent £33,572. Th
amount gradually crept down, until it wa
£7,309 in 1915-16. I am not quarrellin
with what was done in the position which un
fortunately had to be faced at that juncture
I wish to point out, however, that during :
peried of zight years, including the previou
record year, the total of assistance to pros
pecting amounted to £130,978, while for th
three years during which I have been i
office, when money has not been too plentifu
the expenditure was £155,000. I found tha
money, realising that eapital was not avail
able through the ordinary channels. It wa
found either by direet advanees or by guaran
tees, for the purpose of tiding the industr
over a rather diffienlt period.

Mr., Willeock: How much are you gettin
back?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1If th
Mines Department were to treat this questio
entirely as a business proposition, the Stat
would lend practically nothing, We are no
getting back very much; but, generally speal
ing, we have made the advances on soun
spcurity. The security is not always good t
the full extent, taking the hreak up value o
the plant or other security offered, Th
CGovernment have rendered gnod service no
only to the industry, but alse to the State, b
rendering assistance which was not forth
coming throngh the wnsual channels. Daurin
the last two or three vears there has been
ready approach of the Mines Department eve
by members of Parliament, asking the Goverr
ment to undertake financal responsbilitie
never previcusly thought of, much !eqs sug
gested and pressed by membera. Banking ir
stitutions to-day will agree to advamee on .
sound proposition if that proposition is backe
by the gusrantee of the Government. Thu
the banks when making the advance are co
tain of not losing anvthing T am again_fm
ing the position, a3 regards one or two mine!
that unless Government assistanee is affordec
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we shall lose not only the wealth which with
that assistance will be produced, but shall
have a good many men thrown out of employ-
ment. I refer to the mines in the Northamp-
ton district. ‘The member for Kalgoorlie
made reference to the unempltoyed on the gold-
fields, and said T had ne sympathy with them
and had done nothing for them. As a matter
of fact, I went to Kalgoorlie at the request
of the Leader of the Opposition. There we
met deputations, and our attention was drawn
to certain directions in which unemployed
might be absorbed. Some of these suggestions
were practieal and some were not. The Leader
of the Opposition himself at the time de-
clared that some were not practical.

Hon. P. Collier: T do not know that you
could have done more.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I fail to
understand the attitude of the member for
EKalgoorlie in declaring that T tock no action
at all. In order to avoid delay I told off an
inspector from the Mines Department in Perth
to go to Kalgorlic, so that the inspectors
there would not be able to claim that other
duties prevented them from making investi-
gations, But for that action a great many
men now employed would have remained un-
employed. I do not suggest that it was pos-
sible to find employment in the mining in-
dustry for the large number of men suddenly
thrown out of work chiefly by the closing
down of the Lalke View mine. But an oppor-
tunity presented itself of doing something
which in my opinion is the essential thing un-
der existing conditions. Most of our mines
during recent years have been eating them-
selves out of existenece by merely follow-
ing up their rich chutes, without doing any
development work. Unless somebody finds
the necessary capital for development
work, it will not bhe Jlong before many
mines® to-day working will also be eclosed
down, I hope, therefore, that members
will be sympathetic towards the efforts of
the Government to render assistance—
sufficiently sympathetic to overlock the strain-
ing of the Mines Development Act. The Ives
field has, in my opinion, great possibilities.
Capital to an extent has been found for it,
capital to a limited extent oniy. The best men
engaged on the fields are men who have put
into it every pound they bave made in other
lineg of business—fair amounts in many cases
—for the purpose of developing the field.
A large proportion of those men are now up
against it. They, too, are working on much
the same lines—petting a rich chute and chas-
ing it as far as they can, T want that field
to have, as all our well -established
fields have had, developments well ahead
of their  operations. Therefore, by
request, T have found a fair som of
momney to enable the mines in the Ives field
to do development work by sinking shafts
and testine the lodes at greater depth. Shounld
we ectablish that field on a permanent basis,
then, even should we not get back one single
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pound of that expenditure, we shall be well
repaid in—1I hesitate to use the phrase—an
indirect way. Tt will be to the advantage of
the State if the Ives field is made permanent.
1 could give the House details of what the
Government have done; but the Lestimony of
the Leader of the Opposition, that he does
not think we could have done more, is a dis-
tinet and definite reply to the allegation of
the member for Kalgoorlie that nothing has
been done, In the matter of asgistance to
prospectors, I believe we have done more than
iy rexlly essential, or even wise. 1hold the view
that our mineral resources, much in the same
way ag our agricultural and horticuitural pos-
pibilities, should be developed from a base,
rather than that men should be scattered all
over the plaee. Many mining fields which
have been provided with public facilities at
the public expense are ta-day neglected, while
prospectors are testing far back districts. I
believe we have done too mueh rather than
too little towards assisting prospectors in
back portions of the State. It might be well
if for a period we restricted assistance to
prospectors engaged in further testing dis-
tricts whieh have been but little tried and
then practieally closed down, districts pro-
vided with all the facilities required by a
goldmining centre. It has been urged for
years that we should put our wrogpecting on
a different basis. A board has been created
to deal, in an honorary capacity, with appli-
cations for assistance to prospectors. I ex-
tended the assistance from mere equipment
to the provision of snstenance as well as
equipment. T venture to declare that after
baving done that for a period of two years,
we are entitled to have an audit and see just
where we stand. T am not satisfied that the
beat has been done with the momey so ex-
pended. It has been devoted to prospecting
throughout our mineral areas. I do not wish
to discourage the gennine prospector. I be-
licve we have a fair percentage of genuine
prospeetors.

Mr. Corbey: YVery good men, too.

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES: Yes; bat
we have also a type of prospector who will
obtain equipment from the Mines Department
and use it for the purpose of bnilding fenees
for pastoralists away in the remote parts of
the Btate. Knowing that, surely I am en-
titled to take measures to prevent it,

Mr. Corboy: TYou also get some pastoral-
irts who take advantage of the mines devel-
opment vote,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The or-
dinary pastoralist is paying contract prices
for this fencing work, without any knowledge
of the fact that his contractor is actually re-
ceiving equipment from the State in connee-
tion with the carrying ount of the fencing
work.

Hon. P. Collier: Has any of this fencing
been done in the North?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am not
going to state wheve it has oceurred. There
i3 a case I diceovered for myself when travel-
ling on the Murchison, A man applied
for and obtained not only equipment, but
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also sustenance for a period of six monthe
in arder to do prospecting work. He ap-
proached me when I was in the Murchison
distriet and asked me for a continuance of
the arrangement for another six months,
When be approached me his appearance sug-
gested that he was doing some work. I
thought the man must be working on his show
and I asked him what he was doing. He
told me he was feeding at the State battery.
That meant that when the State battery was
working, that man reecived his full wages
omnd at the same time was drawing susten-
ance from the department for prospecting.

Mr. Wilsen: Cannot you gaol such a man
as that?

Mr, Mullauy:
know?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNo, he
did not know.

Mr, Wilson: What did@ you do?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am re-
minded of the Scotchman who was in charge
of a small engine. There was n tank which
had to feed the engine. When the manager,
who was away from Western Australia for a
while, returned and asked what was all the
mess in the engine room, he reeeived the re-
ply that the tank had overflowed. When he
was asked why it had overflowed, the Scotch-
man said that the engine-driver had let it
spill. When guestioned as to why he had not
sached the man he asked what was the use
of sacking him seeing that he had only lost
100 gallons when he might get another who
would waste 200 gallons? 8o it was in this
ease. 1 might have got someone else there
who would have wasted more money still. I
thought it was only right that steps shonld
be taken fo proteet the deparfment from
abuses of that kind, and that wag the reason
why I proposed to appoint an inspector who
would be attached to the prospecting hoard.
It was never my idea, nor was it the intention
of the board, that we should have a man
travelling all over the country to see whether
Jim Jones, who was prospecting in the Cosmo-
Newberry ranges, was working and to tell
him what he should do. What we aim at
is to secure a man with some knowledge
of geology, who koows where pold can or
eannot be expected to occur. The appoint-
ment of such an officer would at least save
the prospector from looking for gold where
it was impossible for it to exist.

Mr Chesson: He would not be much of
a prospector if he did that,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
the point. Some of the best prospectors in
the Murchison have been, to my knowledge,
in one district for vears, cking out a bare
existence. One of them told me that for 18
months ke had lived on porridge which he had
three times a day.

Mr. Wilpen: He must bave been a good
Scotchman,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The man
called himszlf a genuine prospector and I
am convinecd that he was ome too, but it
took himt more than three months to locate
the- place where the ore-body existed. Some

Did the hattery manager
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of these men, had they been advized by some-
one with a knowledge of rock structure, would
kave been saved years of work.

Mr. Mullany: That is not right,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T think it
is right,
Mr. Corboy: Companies have employel

feologists and vet they have wastéd money.

The MINISTER FOR MINER: Quite so,
but, on the other hand, they have savel a
lot. If the hon. member’s contention i
ecrrect, we should dispenge with all nedical
men,

Mr. Corboy: Don’t be ridiculous,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We would
bave to do so, If & medical man loses
a patient because he has given him wreng
treatment or has diagmosed the case inaccu-
rately, should we proceed to dispense with
all medical men? Of course, we will make
mistakes, but a man with a knowledge of
geology will frequently avoid the spending of
money in work from which it is impossible
to get a return. The Mines Department has
hecn finding more money than ever before in
the history of the State to assist the mining
industry, Tt has lost a certain amount of
money, I do not say wilfully, but still we
should look into that agpeet. We have done
something to save waste, I established a
State prospecting party. We mapped out a
definite arca and we had a technical report
upon those areas by the geologists.

Mr. Mullany: That was a good idea.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: These men
went to spots where it was known, from the
rock formation, that pold-bearing ore might
possibly occur. They discovered one or two
possible areas, from a gold-producing point
of view. The value of those discoveries is
not yet known, but in those instances in the
course of a few wmonths, through being
properly guided by technical advice, success
hags been achieved where otherwise it might
have taken vears to attain the same end.

Mr. Lutey: I suppose you remember that
the best geologists at the time when the
Boulder mine was discovered, reckoned the
men were pegging out turkey roosts?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Quite so.
The hon. memher must remember, however,
that the gold ocemrrences in those parts, and
particularly in Kalgoorlie, were different
from anything eclse known in Australia or,
for that matter, in any other part of the
world, In these cirecumstances, therefore,
it is guite easy to understand the mistake
made by the geologists of the day. T am
not by any means asserting that geologists
are always correct, but I do say they are
more often correct than they are wrong, At
least, it is worth while following the advice
of geologists in matters of this sort. The
idez of the inspector, who would be
appointed to supervise the prospectors, was
not to do away with the inspectors of miunes.
Would some hon. members suggest that the
inspectors of mines, the registrars, the police
and ao on in the districts afected should
undertake the responsibility of reporting on
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mining properties, for which assistance has
been sought from the Government? That
work must be done by a man baving techni-
eal knowledge. The idea before us was to
work so that eventually the inspectors of
mines who are appointed to carry out dutiea
under the Mines Regulation Act would be
able to do the work for which they are
appointed.

Mr. Mullany: I have been told in the de-
partment that it is not anticipated they will
change that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Those in-
spectors were appointed to earry out definite
duties under the Mijnes Regulation Act. Qur
experience has been that the visits paid by
these officers, when the occasion has arisen,
have been too hurried. If we pget an appli-
cation from Bangemall on the Murchison, I
have to send an inspector of mines to report.
That officer i3 supposed to be attending to
the interests of the men employed on the
mines in pursuance of the provisions of the
Mines Repulation Act. I may have to send
him 100 miles away to Bangemall to report
on the advisability of giving assistance
which has been sought., That is no part of
that officer’s duties. Yhile he is away 1
may get an application from some other
remote part of that officer’s district. No
sconer i3 he back from Bangemall than he
has to run away to report on an application
from some other part. 1s it economieal to
continue that system? If we have inspectors
under the Mines Regulation Act, we should
allow them to carry out the work for which
they are paid, and let us have a man who
ean look after the other part of the business
separately. If members representing gold-
fields districts like to take np the attitnde
that such an appointment is not desirable,
I will give consideration to their views. I
do not wigh to force anything upon the
mining industry. As the custodian of the
public funds avatlable to the Mines Depart-
ment, and ag one having u eertain responsi-
bility to the Treasurer of Western Australia,
I am not prepared to continue a practice I
have discovered to be weak in certain direc-
tions and, if T cannot get better results, I
must review the pogition. T cannot give a
man £100 and let him do with it what he
likes and ineur a cost of another £90 to get
a report on that man’s operations. 'The
position is not satisfactory. I have tried to
find a way out of it. T may not have
succeeded, but, in any case, I have tried.

Mr. Chesson: What you propose will cost
more than if the work is dome by the in-
spectors of mines.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 think
the hon. member iz wrong. The member for
Leonora (Mr. Heron) mentioned the case of
a mine in his electorate which was supposed
to be frll of promise. The lecal inspector
in Leonora reported against it. The hon,
member will candidly admit that the feeling
at his centre was that the official was not
friendly disposed towards the man who made
the application.

Mr. Heron: That is only too right.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
one disadvantage. I do not want prejudice
to enter into a matter affecting the welfare
of the mining induetry and of the State.

Mr. Heron: I think that man was an excep-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will again
consolt with the members of the prospecting
board, who agreed with my attitude at the
outset. If hen. members stil] insist that such
an appointment is undesirable, I will not go
on with it.

Mr. Corboy: Do you think that ane man
will be able to do all the work?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suggest that one man will do all the work,
bat he will be able to organise the work, and
that will prevent a good deal of the waste
that is going on to-day. At lcast, he will
save the State the salary that is paid to him,
The men engaged in the mining industry are
entitled to the best consideration the Govern-
ment ean extend to them. I have referred
to the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Boyland).
I am afraid the complaint from which he is
suffering has somewhat warped his judg-
ment and caused him te make most insulting
references to myself. I am prepared to pass
over that aspect. He suggested I should he
pensioned off. If the Treasurer will agree to
adopt a similar view, I am prepared, althongh
I am afraid the member for Kalgoorile rather
understated my value, to take £10,000 in order
to avoid any further trouble. I will consent
to be patriotic to that extent.

The Minister for Works: We will go to-
gether.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: All right,
but I am afraid we will not stop together for
long. Coming to the question of miners’
complaint, the member for Kalgoorlic was
apparently wrathful because the department
had lent itself to a report on minera’ phthisis
in South Africa, which had been written by
Mr. J. Cornell, M.L.C. I am afraid the atti-
tude of the member for EKalgoorlie is not cf
reeent birth. T remember the time whea Mr.
Jabez Dodd, M.L.C,, first took an interest imn
this question. Mr. Dodd was then a member
sof the Lahour Government. In those days,
the present member for Kalgoorlie was not
friendly disposed. There was always some-
thing with which he conld find fault. I sup-
pose we cannot complain on that score. I
do not know why the innocent foreword of
mine in connection with that report should
have called forth the amount of abuse lev-
elled against me by the member for Kal-
goorlie. That report was printed and distri-
buted with a definite objeet in wiew. For
years we have discussed the question of do-
ing something in connection with miners’
phthisis. We have merely talked and done
nothing.

Mr. Heron: That is right.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We estah-
lished a fund to relieve the pogition of those
who have been suffering from this complaint
and also of their dependants. Tt would be =
poor look-out if we were content to merely
continne in that direction. We cannot move
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in guch matters, however, and employ any
compulsion until we get the men who will be
affected to properly appreciate the advan-
tages of the movement. We cannot get them
to agree to such compelsion until we indicate
to them the full ravages of the disease. It
is not so many years apo that, if an en-
deaveur had been made to deal with the
question by asking men to undergo a medi-
cal examination, it would have heen sufficient
to cause a stoppage of work. To-day the
men are more ready for some such scheme.

Mr, Lutey: They were quite prepared for
it in 1911.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To-day I
think they will be prepared to welcome it,
in order that this matter may be dealt with
effectively.

Mr. Muansie: The men will aecept it all
right, provided some provision is made for
those who are debarred from going down
helow.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
come to that aspeet later on. The member
for Kalgoorlie referred to the foreword and
wanted to know if that was all I intended
to do. I do mot think the hon. member could
have read that foreword or he would not
have agked that question. I gave my assist-
ance to the movement in order to point out
to the men the beneficial results which have
acerued in South Afriea. I wanted to show
them what could be <done here in
order to deal with this  diffienlty.
But we might make pace too hastily, and I
don’t want anything of that sort. T have
even shown my sympathy by increasing, with
the approval of the Treasurer, our donation
to the Miners’ Relief Fund, which is to-day
in a parlous condition, but which undoubtedly
would have licen closed down had the Gov-
ernment not come to the rescue. Surely there
is no lack of sympathy there. The hon. member
even said it was a damned crying shame that
1, as Minister, should fool men like him, men
dying from miners’ complaint. Let us see to
what ¢xtent I have been fooling them. After
that report was received, T disenssed with the
Premier the question of requesting the Fed-
eral Government to render some asgistance;
hecause it i3 a Federal matter when we have
an industry in Australia, not in one State
glone but in several, which is breaking down
able-bodied men. There can be no remedial
scheme of permanent value which is confined
to any State alone. Consequently, with the
approval of the Premier, I asked the Prime
Minister would he lend his sympathy to fhe
movement. The Prime Minister readily said
it should have both his sympathy and support.
When we are saying so many hard things,
many of them probably well justified, about
the Federal Government, we must at least
give them credit for having established in
different parts of Australia clinies for making
close examinations into the effects of indus-
trial diseases. To-day there is in Kalgoorli¢
such a clinie, where a powerful X-ray plant
is employed to obtain data. Ts not that some-
thing in a practical direction, something bet-
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ter than talking around the subject all the
time? I hope that, arising out of that co-
operation bhetween the State and the Federal
Governmnents, we shall be able, at little or no
expense to the State, to do something which
will be more than the doling ont of charity
to broken down men, somcthing which will be
in the nature rather of prevention than of
cure. That will not be very difficult to obtain,
although I admit that the essential alteration
would e hard on some individuals, and prob-
ably on the Treasury as well. We must act
in the direction of removing from the mineg
men who are a menace to their fellow workers.
It has heen proved beyond doubt that the
man suffering from fibrosis or silicosis ig not
a danger to his fellow workers except that,
being so affected, he is more prone to the
attacks of the tuberele than he would bo if he
were perfectly sound. Of course once he has
contracted tuberculosis he becomes a menace
tn his fellow workers. As a preliminary step
to the removal of such men from cur mines I,
acting in eo-operation with the Federal Gov-
ernment, propose to submit a Bill providing
for compulsory medical examination. I dis-
cussed this matter with the BEastern doctors
over here for the purpose of establishing the
X-ray plant in Kalgoorlie. In conjunction
with them we shatl he able to ohtain definite
data, 1 am also going to ask to be em-
powered to remove from the mines men proved
to be suffering from tuberculosis. To-day we
do nothing until a mar is a wreek, wherecas
by proper X-ray examination we can discover
his condition at so carly a stage that we shall
be able to remove bim from dangerous sur-
roundings and put him in a way to carn his
own livelihood in another vocation. Briefly,
these are some of the points showing our
sympathy with the industry. 1 have not
taken undue eredit for this, because for years
past the question has been discussed by all
sections, My friends oppogite, and the mem-
bers of the National Labour Party omn this
side of the House, have continnally drawn
attention to the necessity for doing something
in this respeet. I claim that we are doing
something, and that with a little support we
shall be able to make it effective. Again, we
have at the Phillips River field complex diffi.
cultics confronting the production of wealth.
Without yet being able to declare it too
positively, T believe we have discovered a
process which will enable us to treat low
grade ore on a profitable basis. Laboratory
tests have been made—I am apeaking of the
work of Dr. Simpson—and it has been found
that, subject to the mining costs !Jeing as
stated, the course of treatment will mean
that we shall be able to handle five per cent.
copper ore, whereas previously anything less
than eight per vent. was unprofitable. If we
can do that, there is a great future before,
not only the Phillips River field, but many
other fields now closed down.

Mr. Lambert: If that can be dene, the
worlill will treble its copper output.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: It can ba
done. Also I bave been advised that, since
the Jaboratory tests, there has been put
through a parcel of half a ton, which Dr.
Simpson asserts is a sufficient quantity for a
bulk test.

Mr., Underwood: It will apply all over the
world, and down will eome the price of cop-
per.

The MINISTER I'OR MINES: Anyhow,
we have the first use of it, and it is for us
to make the most of it. Théy put this half
ton parcel through a small plant, and I am
informed that the bulk test gives a better
percentage cextraction than the laboratory
tests, and that the cost of cbemicals necessary
for the treatment works out less for the half
ton than it appeared to work out in the
laboratory tests. The hon, member for Yil-
garn {Mr. Corboy)} knows that we have a
great quantity of sands stored at Phillips
River. Those sonds are very valuable in gold
contents, some going half an ounce to the
ten. TUp to date it has not been possible to
treat it, hecause it carries also a percentage
of copper. T'r. Simpson is now satisfied
that we shall be able to treat those sands and
recover the half-ounce of gold, as well as
the ecopper. There, again, is a great deal of
wealth which at present is wasted. It will
mean the preduction not only of wealth for
the owners, but of wealth for the State also.

Mr. Corboy: We shall have 8,000 men thers
when you get that process going.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Then thero
is the nuestion of the manner in which
the Mitchell Government have dealt with
their employees. I have heard it astated
that we were trying Shylock methods in
our recent attempt to obtain a ruling
on the basic wage and the hours of labour.
It has gone out to the public that we were
the first employers in Western Australia to
attempt to reduce wages. 'Hon. members will
know that, not very long ago, when the rajl-
way union applied to the Arbitration Court
ind obtained an increase in the basic wage,
1l the other cmployees in the railway ser-
vice, and in the Government service genera-
ally, immediately claimed that the new basic
wage should apply to them also. No mem-
ser of the Opposition then declared that we
yught to make those employees go to the Ar-
sitration Court to pet what they wanted; I
lid not hear anybody assert that it was
vyrong for ua not only to meke it apply to all
ut to make it retrospective.

Mr. Willeoek: It was agreed upon before-
rand.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nothing
if the sort! The Minister for Works agreed
sith the particular union which was trying to
ret an agreement from him that the bagic
vage for the railway men would apply to
hemn also,

The Minister for Works: We then thought
t would be only a matter of a month or six
veeks before the case was taken.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: But it was
wt promised to the salaried staff of the rail-
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ways nor to others in the Government service,
notwithstanding which it was applied gemer-
ally and retrospectively, Yet, forsooth, no-
body complained! But when the same union
went again to the court and was awarded a
reduction of the basic wage, it was not sug-
gested that the Government, in making new
agreements, should review the basic wage and
make that review retrospective!

Mr. Corboy: The Arbitration Court re-
fused to alter the hours in the railway ser-
vice, hut you attempted to do it by summary
notiee.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
mere assumption. The question of hours is
used to try and nail down their argument.
The hon. member has not offered that, sub-
jeet to the hours being a condition of settle-
ment by the Arbitration Court, the other
conditions will be acceptable as they applied
when the new award was given. Nobody has
Jurged that we shonld take the same action
when there ia a fall in the basic wage as we
took when the basic wage was raised. The
Government have not acted unfairly by their
employees. Bince the Government have to
hold the scales between the men and the tax-
payers, the Government might well have im-
posed the reduced basic wage and even made
it retrospective to the date of the railway
award. Hon. members did not suggest that.
I contend that the treatment meted out by
the Government to their employees has not
been unfair. If hon. members will take the
figures, they will find we have exceeded the
basiec wage by something approaching
£300,000. Yet we are charged with being
unfair to our employees!

Myr. Corboy: The decision of the court
gave you no authority te try to increase
hours.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is alt
very well for the hon, member fo rely on the
question of hours alone. 'We 'were prepared
to waive that question.

M. Corboy. Oh, no, you were not.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It was
suggested that the guestion he left in abey-
ance. Now I suppose I ought to say some-
t]ling about tramways and tramway exten-
sion,

Mr. Munsie: I wouldn’t mention Como.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
propose to; I propose to mention South
Perth. No one in this Chamber regrets more
than T do the fact that circumstances had
¢hanged to such an extent that we were com-
pelled under the then conditions to commence
a work which it was never intended should
be commenced until Parliament had been ap-
proached. I have said this repeatedly and
I say it again. Let members put themselves
in our pesition at that juncture. They know
what a sudden shock it was when almost the
wheole of the timber mills were closed down
and the men were thrown on the unemployed
market. They know that works in the metro-
pelitan area had to close down because they
could not pay their way. The cement works
and the fibrolite works put off I50 men in
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one week. It is true that these difficulties
were not altogether unforeseen; it is true
that we realised that there would be an un-
employed diflicuity tor a period, but it came
on us much more suddenly, and to a greater
extent, than anyone anticipated. | maintain
that anyone in possession of the facts which
were before us at that time would ndt have
adopted any other course of action, We en-
deavoured to get country centres to absorb
cur unemployed but we did not receive a
single favourable answer,

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Ar, Harrison: Largely due to the weather.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, the
season was jate and the weather conditions
had that effeet. I ask members, could we
c¢ontinue to take up the attitude, that be-
eause of the possibility of adverse eriticism
later on, we should not deo anything, altheugh
action might be necessary frum the point of
view of the community who were certainly
entitled to cousideration? When I recom-
mended to the then Acting Premier that a
commencement be made with this work, the
paramount question was that wmen, their
wives and children, were suffering from a
lack of the necessaries of life, and immedi-
ate provision was required to meet the wants
of the unmempioyed. The man who would be
so hard or callous as to refuse to help men,
women and ehildren in need of the neces-
saries of life, because of the possibility of
criticism later on, wonld be nnworthy of any
confidence or consideration, Tf my colleagues
eould have found ways and means of absorb-
ing the unemployed in works for which, like
this work, the material was on hand, those
ways and means would have been adopted.
We had to meet the Qifficnlty at once. Every-
one knows the temper which existed in the
nietropolitan area at the time. No one kmows
it hetter than the member for Perth- (Mr,
Mann). However, the matter boils itself
dewn to the fact of the Government having
broken faith with Parliament after the Pre-
micy had given his undertaking that this
tramway would not be built, T did not hear
the Premier make that promise, and I did
not know that it had been given. The words
I used, as will be found in ‘‘Hansard,’’
were—

T c¢laim it is not the intention to proceed
with any geaeral scheme of tramway ex-
tension until Parliament is again eonsulted.

Tt was not my intention to proceed with any
general schemie of extension; nothing was
further from my thoughts, However, I claim
that, irrespective of what might be said te
the contrary, the fact that we had that ma-
terial in store, ready to be put on the road
where it could earn interest and provide work
for nnemploynd with homes in the metronoli-
tan area-—it was restricted to them—made
thia the infinitely better course to adopt,
rather than leave the material in store cost-
ing us interest, and the men to walk about
the stréets, their wives and families short of
the necessaries of life. Notwithstanding all
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the hard things that have been said of me,
while expressing the regret which one only
can express for having to admit a breach
of faith, I maintain that the halance was un-
doubtedly in favour of the action we took.

Mr. Harrigon: That wmaterial consisted of
morae than rails.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, of
electrical plant of various deseriptions, I
do wet propose te go through the whole of
the statements uas to whether the new line will
pay. It is showing a better return per ear
mile than any other tram route with the ex-
ccption of Nadlands. .

Mr, Willeock: Oh!

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: [ do not
expeet the hon, member to accept my word.

Mr. Willeoek: The people have been tra-
velling for the novelty of the thingr,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Is it paying better
than the Inglewood line?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Per car
mile, yes. I believe that this line, taking the
whole year round, will be one of the hest
paying propositions in the metropelitan area.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: Why did you not ex-
tend it to Cawning Bridge?

Mr, Mann: You expect that it will open
up cheap land for hones?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
considering that for the moment. We have
taken over the trams gnd made them a
Government monepoly, At the time, Parlia-
ment was not in the temper to give the com-
pany any furfher conecession, Members knew
well that we were forced into the position of
taking the trams over. Sinee then, a matter
of eight years, we have cxtended our track
by only n little over five miles.

Hon, W. C. Apgwin: That ineludes dupli-
eations. }

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As a mat-
ter of fact we have made practically no exten-
sions. A lengzth of two miles was laid along
the foreshore in fulfilment of a promise to
the city council when they erected the muni-
eipal baths and to the University authorities
when they accepted Crawley as the University
gite. Tf the Government are not prepared to
provide the facilities required by the people,
we ought to find a way of handing the trams
over to someone who will and can provide
those faecilities. Then if there is any profii it
shonld go to those who are using the facilities;

I am not

if there is any loss the same people
ahould make it good. This can only he
hrought about hy different contre). I have

expressed the opinion on several ocecasions
that a trust representative of all the interests
concerned could well take over the control of
the trams, thus relieving the national debt of
the capital moneys inveolved which are fre-
quently quoted against us to our detriment
and not arvainst other States which have
trusts carrying these capital costs.

Hon. P. Collier: The same thing applies
to water supply and sewerage in the East.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Make if apply
throughout the State and not to one area
only.
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The MINISTER ¥YOR MINES: What is
essentially a parochia! interest, serving only
a section of the community for a definite
purpose and of no value to anyone else, should
be under the control of a body representing
that section, and on them shonld be the ob-
ligation of making it pay or of making good
any deficienvcy.

Mr. Mann: Will the local authorities charge
a fare which will permit of houses being bwilt
in these outer distriets?

Mr. Underwood interjected.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1t is of ro
use diseussing the guestion of what we shonld
have done. The fact remains that we have
taken over the trams, and’ we arc controlling
them to-day. We have made very slight ex-
tensions. In 1914, the firsi year in which the
Government operated the sysiem, we earried
10,700,000 passengers. Last year we earried
25 million passengers. an ine¢rease of over
14 millions on practically the same tracks as
we took over in 1913.

Hon. P. Collier: And left behind 10 million
people whom you could not carry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And what
does that go to prove? It goes to prove that
we have been compelling people, against the
general welfare of the community, to reside
aleng the existing tracks. While we have been
urging people to go out into the fresh air and
open spaees, we have been compelling them
to live along the tram tracks, This has had
the effeet of ereating the agitation for a fair
rents eourt. The very fact of people demand-
ing houzing accommeodation, and of landlords
putting up their rents everywhere iz traceable
to the fact that we have not extended our tram
tracks to enable people to take advantage of
cheaper building blocks in the outer areas.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: The most important
part is that it never cost the State a penny.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Quite so.
The best way to overcome the difficulties of
high rents is to make provision for additional
homes. The member for West Perth (Mrs.
Cowan) shakes her head. New South Wales
has had experience of fair rents legislation,
and has found that the position became worse
instead of hbetter, beecause less building re-
sulted. People eased off in the matter of
bujlding homes, and the congestion became
still greater. A man will pay any rent that
might be demanded rather than face the
alternative of his family having to sleep in
the open. The best way to overcome the diffi-
culty is to eneourage people to build new homes
on the rheap lands in the outer areas, Mem-
bers of 1he Opposition know very well that
the hest move ever made in this State to put
a stapper on the so-called greedv landlord was
the introduction of the workers’ homes system.

Mr. Munsic: Hear, hear!

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: It was a
nuestion of providing additional cheap homes.
The housing problem is not common to Wes-
tern Avstealia. Tt is a problem throughout
the civilised world. We ean do muech better
br affording faeilities to provide additional
homes for men werking in the metropolitan
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area, and who must eonsequently live there,
than by compelling them to live in what are
frequently called slums, or what will very soon
become slums, unless we enable them to go
forther out. We have been fold that we had
no right to make extensions becanse the trams
are not paying. Let me quote s few figures.
The capital involved in the tramways amounts
to £654,000. The total working expenses
since the ineeption of Government control to
the 30th June iast were £1,116,000; the total.
interest paid by the Treasury ou the capital
wos £244.002; or a grand total of working
expenges and interest of £1,361,443. The
total earnings were £1,412,749, giving a
surplus of £51,306.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Of that amount
£46,000 should go to sinking fund.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
true. We have actually paid to municipali-
tiez thus provided for a sum of £40,000 in
the same period for the right to use the
streets, towards the upkeep of which we are
paying through the activities of the Minister
for Works. Yet some members eontend that,
notwithstanding the demands made upon us,
we should sit down and do nothing. We are
not entitled to do this.

Mr. Richardson: The municipalities main-
tain the tracks for you.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is not
correct, The department has been maintain-
ing the roads for the Subiaco Council for
years.

Mr. Richardson: That is entirely wrong.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is cor-
reet and I will prove it. By virtue of our
having a set of steel rails in the road, we
have to keep the road level fairly even.
We maintain the roads for the width of the
rails plag 18 inches on either side. The dou-
ble track in Subiace covers about two thirds
of the road. That is kept up by the Tram-
way Department. Because of the nature of
the road practically the whole of the traffic
uges that particular part of the road. The
other portion is hardly used at all.

Hon. P. Collier: The rest of the road is
covered with kerosene tins.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I hope to
arrive at an agreement with the local au-
thorities under which all the road shall be
made by both parties at the same time. [
want to provide that the surface of the road
shall be kept in an equal condition from
footpath to footpath, and that the cost of
maintenance shall not fall more heavily upon
the Tramway Departmernt than upon the local
authority eoncerned.

Mr. Richardson: But the Goverament do
not stick to their contract.

Mr. Corboy: You stick to your contract to
snpport them despite that.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: It i3 wrong for the
tramways to have to keep the road up. They
do not wear it away.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The mem-
ber for Perth and others referred to the neces-
sity for assisting secondary industries. I may
tell them that we are liable to run ourselves
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into serious difficulties if we are not very
watehful. Tt is mot the function of govern-
ment to be a huge financial institution to
agsist all and sundry to establish themselves
in some industty. Men who are directly in-
terested in an industry naturally assume that
everything about it is in order, that nothing
can go wrong with i, that it is foelish for
the Government to even suggest an investi-
gation lasting two or three months, and that
because they have gone into the matter thor-
oughly themselves and see a huge profit in it,
everything in the garden must he lovely. It
ia the duty of financial institutiona to assist
in this direction. The duty of the Govern-
ment begins and ends in making such investi-
gations as will enable men, institvtions, or
companies to use our raw materials so that
they may be manufaetured into the finished
article and placed upon the local markets and
the markets outside. Having done that, we
have no right to put into an industry any
further ecapital.

Mr. Mann: Are you not assisting in re-
search work?

The MINISTER TOR MINES: Yes. The
trouble begins from the financial peint of
view, We ought to help in establishing new
industries, especially those which will be
using our raw materials in the way I have
suggested. It is not economically sound fdr
our raw materials to be sent abroad and
returned to this State as finished products.

Mr. Mann: The Government are always
well secured.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member does not know of some of the fishy
jokes of the past. Frequently, we have to
accept the position as we find it. Tt is worth
while taking some risk to establish a loeal
industry that may prove of great value to the
State. By the methods we have adopted
we have endeavoured to induce people to ap-
preciate the faet that they can help them-
sclves first of all by purchasing the loeally
manufactured article and using it in prefer-
ence to the imported article. Tt may well
be said that a person will buy the cheapest
article he can get. It mmst be remembered
that in a new State like this we have to eom-
pete against the eatablished industries of the
Eastern States and elsewhere. YWhen we
start 2 new industry here, we are liable to be
interfered with by what are known as dumped
goods. People may be able to buy a cheaper
article for the moment, when they purchase
these dumped goods. Eventnally, however, the
monopolies behind them, havisg Kkilled the
lacal industry, will put up the price again and
the poods will become dear onee more. We
are trring to ednecate the people fo buy the
loeally maunfactured article. We have held
an exhibition, which has run fer 16 months,
and has heen changed eight timea, It is not
our intention to make a museem of if. We
propose to change the exhibits frequently so
that all concerned can display the produee of
this State.

Mr. Mann: They are very good exhibits.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is esti-
mated that 156,000 persous have visited these
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oxhibitions. I was there at lunch time the
other day, and could searcely see the exhibits
for the crowd. The accommodation is alto-
gether inadequate. We are not stopping at
that. A Western Australian Industries
League has been formed. Amongst its mem-
bers are the member for West Perth, the wife
of Mr. Speaker, and many other prominent
ladies and gentlemen. y means of this
league we hope to bring the Western Aus-
tralian goods more prominently before all the
people in the State. Jt is not only a question
of asking the people in the metrapolitan area
to buy our own goods, but we want to enlarge
the scope of our operations. A travelling
van, which will be used for country exhibits,
will be sent round, and the league will pay
the cost entailed to our railway system. It
will, therefore, he no further cost to the
State. Tt will be the means of showing the
people of the State what can be done hera.
It is necessary that the public should under-
stand what is expected of them, and I am
sure when they have the opportunity they
will avail themselves of it. The question of
shipping hos been raised. There are some
directions in which it iz desirable that the
Government should be interested in trading
operations, otherwise we would not own our
own railways. In other directions trade in-
terference may be harmful. The State ship-
ping service has been beneficia) from a point
of wview that is not always appreciated. T
have here a cotting from the London
“*Times'’ trade supplement which puts the
position better than I ¢ould put it—

A Government monopoly of shipping in
any given trade would almost certainly be
less economical and probably more undesir-
able than even a private monaopoly, but
the conduct of a Government line of reason-
able dimensions on a purely commercial
bhasis and on its own merits, solely with a
view to supplementing services provided by
a combination of private ship owners, and
to discipline that combination when neces-
sary, is a totally different matter; in fact,
it is a necessity for a young country with &
very negligible merchant marine under her
flagr, and without capitalists strong enough
or willing to undertake the risk of purchas-
ing and attempting to run a fleet of expen-
sive vessels in established combine protected
by its deferred rebate system. ;

That is the position we are in to-day with
our State Bhipping Service. Had it not been
for that service the producers of the North-
West coast wonld have been strangled during
the war and afterwarda.

Mr. Munsie: They wounld have had no
communieation, and eould net have afforded
to pay the freights asked.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T want to
explain some of the difficulties we have to
face. We should receive more encouragement
and less destructive eritieism in thisregard. T
have referred to the deferred rebate syatem.
The shipping companies aperating under the
conference provide definite freight rates. It
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ia also provided that, subject to the shippers
not shipping throngh any other lines of
steamers than those whieh come under the con-
ference, they will get a deferred rebate. Should
however, they ship through any other source,
they will lose the deferred rebate. That was
the reason why the ‘! Kangaroo'’ had to travel
from England to Western Australia without a
ton of carge. The people who had goods avail-
able actually to send by her werc mot per-
mitted by the shipping companies to ship
those goods by our steamer without loss of
deferred rebates. That may be all right; 1
am only pointing out the position. Then take
the question of other actions of the confer-
ence. We had an opportuity of providing
freight for some of our producis—the mem-
ber for Kimberley (Mr. Durack) will know
something about this—at a better rate than
the shipping companies were prepared fo
quote. Shipment was to be via Singapore. As
soon as we commenced to operate, shippers
were notified that if they sent their goods by
our steamers at a lesser rate than that being
paid to Holt’s line, the carge would mot be
lifted ont of Singapore, but would be boy-
cotted there. Fortunately, just before action
was taken, Holt’s line had come down to our
rate, Then there are the rates of freight
fixed by conference. I have here a journal is-
seed by a certain firm operating in Sydney.
The journal gives rates of freight from Aus-
tralia to different ports outside Australia. The
‘‘Kangaroo’’? is retained at present for one
purpose, and one purpose only. When that
purpose is achieved, we can dispense with the
‘‘Kangaroo'’; but until then we cannot afford
to do so. It ia not o question of State ship-
ping, but of obtaining markets which geo-
graphically belong to us, and out of which we
have been kept too long. According to this
little book, the rate from any port in Awus-
tralin—Melbourne, Sydney, Brighane, or Fre-
mantle—on flour is 508, per 2,000 Tbs. That
rate means that a shipper could send bhis
flour from Melhourne right around the north
of Australia to Singapore at the same freight
as one of our shippers covid send it from
Fremantle to Singapore. No compauy operat-
ing from Fremantle would dare to quote
under that rate. Yet the same people quote
to Japan from the Eastern States ports 70s,
per ton of general eargo, and 35s. for flour.
The latter rate compares with 50s. from Fre-
mantle.
Mr. Munsie: That is patriotism.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is a
question of business. Similar conditions ob-
tain in every other part of the world. These
people have competition fo Japan and China
in the Japanese line of steamers, and, there-
fore, they have to fix n competitive rate. But
from Premantle there was no eompetition, and
therefore, they were charging our flonr millers
505, for half the distance as against 35s. from
the eastern side of Australia. The distance
from Melbourne to Singapore is 5,367 miles;
the distance from Fremantle to Singapore is
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2,225 miles.” Under suck eonditions we werg
unable to obtain the benefit of our geographi-
eal position. Therefore, we were warranted,
irrespective of loss at the outset, in retaining
at least one steamer for the purpose of mak-
ing it possible for the producers of Western
Australia to operate in markets out of which
they have hitherto been kept. We are com-
pelled to such a course of action for our own
protection, for-our very life.

Mr. Munsie: I hope your friends on the
eross benches are listening. The Country
Party want you to sell the State trading con-
cerns.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I try te
look at things from the aspect of the hene-
fit of the whole community, My friends on
the cross henehes sometimes disagree with me;
I canmot help that. There is always bound to
be difference of opinton. I am now trying to
establish the facts as regards this particular
matter. Take the case of the ‘‘Kangarco.”’
The member for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood)
bhlames me for not having sold her when
there was an opportunity of deing so. But it
is not a question of price. SBince we refused
to sell the ‘*Kangarco’’ she has netted to the
State, after payment of all costs, including
interest and depreciation, no less a aum than
£46,700. The hon. member did not deduet that
from the lass he cstimated, nor in estimating
that losy did he allow for the faet that the
State still has the ‘*Kangareo.’’ Here are
some of the things we shipped on behalf of
our producers in the ‘‘ Kangarao,’’ shipped on
behalf of the men settled on the land, where
we are agking others to settle to-day, things
that eould not have been taken out of West-
ern Australia execpt by the ‘¢ Kangaroo””

Mr. Underwood: Or some more suitable
ghin,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: The freights were
prohibitive.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: No. There
was no gpace whatever offering.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What about the
Commonwealth steamers?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They had
ne refrigerator spare. The ‘‘Kangaroo’’
lifted on behalf of our preducers 14,970 cases
of fresh fruit, 50 tons of frozen meat, 2,653
tons of flour, 40 tons of soap, 37 tons of
biseuits, 345 tons of mother-of-pearl shell,
48 tons of wool, 480 tons of sandalwood,
28 tons of onions, 40 tons of heer, 305
tons of hay and echaff, 19,987 head of
live sheep, 1,976 head of live -cattle.
Omitting the sandalwood, none of these
products could have been taken out of
the State but for the '‘Eangarco.’’ No
other ship could have done it. And
that is not the only benefit. By reason of
having the ‘‘Kangaroo’' we have been en-
abled to bring about reductions in the rates
of freight om these goods, which mean so
much to our produeers. Flonr has come down
by 10s. per ton. Live cattle have been re-
duced 10s. per head, live sheep Is. to 1s, 6d.
General cargo rates have been reduced by
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30s. or 33s. per ton. The reduction on m.o.p.
shell, to £3 and £4 53, to the United Kingdom
and America respectively, means a saving to
our producers of no less than £23,000, which
amount they would otherwise have had to pay
to the shipping companies, were it pot for
the operations of the State Shipping Service,
The pearl shellers have sent 123 tons of
shell to the United Kingdom for tranship-
ment via Singapore, and the actual saving on
that quantity of shell was £5,695. That
amount went into the pockets of our pearl
shellers, instecad of being paid away to the
shipping companies.

Mr. Mann: Are you pgoing to cndeaveur
to get a freight to Mauritius?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: T shall
not worry about that for some time. I want
to establish the present position. We have to

realise that it is not always a question of
State trading but cometimes a question of
using what is, after all, a fair means in order
to prevent somebody with no very definite or
fixed interest in Western Austratia from tak-
ing advantage of our producers. If the ship-
ping companies can get 2,000 tons of cirgo
from the Eastern States, where, naturally,
freight is available in large quantities on ae-
count of the output there being greater, they
do not trouble ome bit about running an
empty ship from Fremantle to FEastern
States ports. But we are concerned, surely,
on behalf of our primary producers, and with
a view to disposing of our raw materials in
those markets which geographically belong to
us. The Btate Shipping Service has been the
only method available to us; and we have
used it in my opinion, quite rightly and quite
well. Those who are to-day to some extent
eriticigsing the Government for their action in
this respect are the people who have received
the greatest benefit from that attion. The
State Shipping Serviee has been the means of
enabling them to dispose of poods which
otherwise would not have found a market, or
at all events not a satisfactory market. I
do mot propose to detain the House much
longer. I did propose to read the balance
sheet in connection with the State Steamship
Service, which shows a profit of £264,000.
I will pass over that, however.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is just men-
tioned by the way.

Hon, P. Collier:
read it,

Mr. Lutey: We pget a lot the other way;
let us have something good.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 wil
take it as read, becanse it does not alter the
facts T have referred to. I am not con-
cerned with pounds, shillings and pence for
the moment, but I am coneerned with the
promotion of trade and the aassistanee of our
producera and manufacturers. I had in-
tended to deal with the oil prospecting ques-
tion. As, however, I intend to introduce a
Bill dealing with that aspect I will not do so
at the present juncture. X believe I can
justify the course of action pursued by the
Mines Department and I will do so when the
Bill is submitted. Reference has been made

I think you had better
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to the motor coaches which have been run
over some parts of our railway system. Binece
the motor coaches were pui on some little
time ago, they have worked satisfactorily.
The results have exceeded anticipatiouns and
it almost appears as though the people are
travelling more than when the ordinary rail-
ways were run, Of course, it may be the
novelty of the new coaches that has induced
pecple to utilise the nmew vehieles. The ex-
perience of the first three wegks on the Tam-
bellup-Ongerup run showed that peopls were
travelling in greater numbers than had been
the case for some time previcusly. The traffic
there was preater than on the Denmark line,
which is always regarded as heavier, Thus
our first experience with the motor coaches
has been entirely satisfactory from the point
of view of revenue and the way the public are
patronising the conveniences.

Hon. P. Collier: Are the running costs
satisfactory?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
going to mention that aspect, but the coaches
are profitable.

Hon. P. Collier:
tory?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Ycs.

Mr, Latham: I was told they ran out at
1s. 4d. a mile.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
the hon. member is wrong.

Mr, Latham: I don’t think so, although I
got inte trouble about it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
neither deny nor affirm the hion. member’s
statement. Reference by way of a question
was made to the operations of the Inspee-
tion of Machinery Act. I admit we can
overdo the inspection of certain plant. The
esseatial purpose of this Act is to protect
the gereral public., It is to protect the man
who is working with dangerous machinery,
and unless we provide means of safeguard-
ing hig interests, injuries and loss of life
will be recorded where they could have been
avoided. It is not a question of demanding
fees. There are, bowever, some kinds of
machinery which it is unnecessary to in-
spect and I am submiiting to the Premier
an Order in Counecil in pursuance of the
pewers vested in me by that Act to exempt
certain plant., The Order in Council I pro-
pose to submit, is as follows:—

Electrical motors used exclusively by
agriculturists, pastoralists, orchardists, and
dairymen, and used for irrigating or
dairying purposes only in pursnit of their
calling upon which ne labour other than
their own is employed and which are not
uged for driving daugerous machinery
such as eircular saws, corn c¢rushers, re-
frigerating planta, ammonia compressors,
and other dangerous machinery.

T hope to make this Order effective as from
the 1lat September nexk

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That will relieve
market gardeners regarding their pumps?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes.

Mr. Mann: You are not considering the
city requirements.

Are the costs satisfac-
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: City re-
u.rements are on an entirely different basis.

Mr., Mann: They may be.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are.
Where there are men working about machi-
nery, where men have been electrocuted apd
many people have been in the vieinity
and in many other cases, it is neces
sary to lave such plant inspeeted. We
must give full profection to the general
commanity. I wish to deal with the refer-
cuee made by the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. (. Angwin) to the
sinking fund eontribaotions. That hon. mem-
ber endeavoured to draw an analogy bhetween
the action of the present Tremsurer and my
proposal of 1815,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: T know the differ-
enre,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T think the
hon. member does. I believe that under the
conditions ther prevailing and taking into
aoeount the practice throuphout the civilised
world, and partienlarly throughout the
British Dominions and Great Britain, the
a;‘tion 1 suggested then was not unreason-
abhle.

Hon. W, C, Angwin: It was better.

The MINISTER IOR MINES: My pro-
posal was that wn shonld use money to pur-
chase our stock in the open market before
it matured and inatead of paying interest to
the stockholders, we should issue inmseribed
atoele to the trustees of the sinking fund
which stock wounld he held until we got over
our difficulties and we could raise a special
loan to clear off that liability.

Hon., W, C. Angwin: They did not go so
far. They guspended it altogether.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is so.
My proposal would have relieved us to the
extont of €374,000. We had to find that
ironey out of revenue, and borrowing at that
time meant that we had to get money at 2
higher rate of inlerest to pay off that which
wns carrying a lower rate of interest. Every
other country was faced with the same diffi-
cirlty in those davs. No country was doing
well. The present Treasorer has mnot fol-
lowkd that course and he has not eontinued
te borrow money at the higher rates of
interest. He hes done waat any ordinary
business or private individual would do.
When a person gives an undertaking to his
bankt that he will meet an obligation on a
@ve date and he has sufficzent at his disposal
to wipe of the overdraft long before that
Ane date, do hon. members think any baank
would turn round and sav to such a client—
¢¢ \lthough we know yon have more than ia
required to meel yvour obngations, yon muat
go on paving interest on the overdraft and
Tock up all that capital, which might be
available for use in other directions.’”
Nn bank would adept sueh an attitode, and
the trustees of the sinking fund in London
aAid not adopt it either. There is no analogy
whatever between the two proposals. In one
caze, we met our obligations fully, and the
sinkinz fund trnstees have aceepted the pro-
posal of the Treasurer, seeing that all due

nmn
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provision has been made to cover the posi-
tion. I have concluded. I know that from
time to time criticism has been burled at me
because of my changed attitnde towards vari-
ous questions. That eriticism will continue
50 long as I am in public life and will prob-
ably follow me through to the end. Such has
been the experience from time immemorial,
Without clussing myzelf on the same
plane as many great statesmen who liave pre-
ceded me, and whose names will go down in
history when mipe has long heen forgotten—
that will not worry me because when I am
under the sod, it will avail but little—my
experience has not Leen singuiar. Sometimes
conditions compel ome to change one's views.
If it were not for such changes, what pro-
gress would any country make? I ask my
friends of the Opposition would they suggest
that they subscribe to the same prineiples and
the same platform which held good years ago?
On the contrary, their platforms are changed
from conference to conference, and so the
views of that party change from year to
year. The actions of men from time to time
are govcrned by conditions of the moment
which, in turn, compel a change in attitude
and in opinions. I am not ashamed of the
changed opinions T hold on many subjects.
Tt is a position which greater men than I
have heen confronted with in years gone by.
Let me tell hon. members what Frederick
Harrison in his book on the life of Chatham,
who was known in the House of Commons as
Pitt the elder, said of that statesman. I
assure hon. members that I do not put myself
on the same plane as William Pitt by a long
way. This, however, is what Harrison wrote
of Pitt—

Pitt’s career, espeecially at this time—
This was subsequent to the fali of Walpole
and at a time when there was eonsiderable
turmeil and change in Eungland. The same
might be said of Western Australin during
the last year or so—

—was full of incongruities. He was above
all things an opportunist, as we say to-day;
and in times of change o renl statesman
must be an opportunist, as were Cromwell,
William of Orange, Henry IV. and Riche-
lien In an age of change and
ronfusion, consistency may become a grave
political fault.
Hon., members will agree that I cannot be
charged with a ‘‘grave political faualt,’’ be-
eanse [ have certainly changed wmy opinions.
T urge it with confidefice that I have not
changeil my attitode of faith in Western
Australia, but have constantly applied myself
to those bigmer matters which count in the
progress of the State, leaving the smaller
questions, important though they may ap-
pear. to some hou. members, for con-
sidleration when time will permit. My changed
orininns have perhaps led to some confusion
in the mind of others but T believe T have
at least lome my duty. T have no regrets
regarding my past actiens, altheush T may
have made mistakes. ¥Every man will make
mistakes, but I want membrers tn halance
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what I have attempted to do and what I be-
Heve I have aceon plished and place them
awainat the mistakes, which I am afraid are
sometimes advanced for political purposes
only. I belicve that while T may have failed
in some directions, 1 have succeeded in other
ways to an oxtont that does me some little
eredit.

Question put and passed;
reply adopted.

the Address-in-

BILLS (11)—FIRST READING.

Licensing Act Amendment.
Closer Scttlement.
Industrial Arbitration Aet Amendment.
Married Women's Protection.
Introduced by the Premier.
5. Wyaleatechem-Mt. Marshall Raiiway Ex-
tension.

Introduced by the Minister for Works,
6. Miners Phthisis.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.

Ll B A .

7. Agricultural Seeds.

8. Broomehill Racecourse.

9. Dairy Cattle Improvement.
10. Dairy Industry.

Introduced by the Minister for Agri-
culture.

11. Administration Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mrs. Cowan,

The House adjourned at 11.15 p.m.

Regislative Council,
Tuesday, £9th August, 1928,

Page

Questions : Asricultuml Depmment. Staﬂ ap- a2
poin

Torbay-ﬁ mnre 412

Belect Co‘lfnmittee, Eleetdclt.y Supply, Ext.en.slon as

Address-in-reply, Sixth’ dn.y - 412

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL DEPART-
MENT, STAFF APPOINTMENTS.

Hon., J. EWING (for Hon. C. F.
Baxter) asked the Minister for Edu-
cation: 1, What are the qualifications

of the fol]owmg officers appointed to the
wheat branch of the Agricultural Depart-

[COUNCIL.]

ment:—(a) Wheat Experimentalist, (b)
Field Officer, {¢) Agricultural Advisert 2,
Will he present a return showing a raving
of £2,000 has heen effected by retiren:ents and
transfers after allowing for the above-men-
tioned new appointments?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, (a) Aptitude for experimental
work, 2 thorough training as professional
draftsman and computer, several years W.A,
farming experience as owner, and two years’
experience assisting the Wheat Commissioner
with experimental work. (b) Practical farming
experience as wmanager and owner. (&)
Graduate in Agriculture in W.A. University.
2, The saving referred to was effected by the
following abolitions, retirements, and trans-
fers:—Under Secretary; Agrienltural expert
generally assisting. Retirements: Accounts
clerks (3}; fruit inspectors (2); stock in-
gpector (1), Transfers: Accountant; sub-
accountant; accounts clerks (4); correspon-
dence elerk (1).

QUESTION—TORBAY-GRASSMERE
DRAINAGE PAPERS.

Hon. J. A GREIG (for Hon. H.
Stewart) asked the Minister for Edu-
cation: Will he lay on the Table of

the House the report by Mr. W, H, Shields,
B.Sec., consulting engineer, on the Torbay-
Grassmere drainage scheme, and all papera
relating to the report.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: Yes.

The Minister for Education laid upon the
Table the papers referred to.

SELECT COMMITTEE—ELECTRICITY
SUPPLY.

Extension of Time.

On motion by Hon. A. Lavekin the time
for hringing up the report was extended to
Tuesday, 19th September.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Sixth Day.
Debate resumed from the 24th August.

Hen, J. E. DODD (South) {4.37]: In en-
deavouring to say a few words this afternoon,
I desire at the outset to offer you, AMr, Presi-
dent, my hearty congratulations on the posi-
tion you have attained. I am sure your long
public ecareer has fully justified the House
in selecting you for that position. I hope
you may he long spared to preside over the
deliberations of this Chamber. In saying
that, however, I also derirn to express my
sincere regret at the defeat of Mr. Kings-
mill. I am sure his defeat was a great loss
to this Chamber. He was a man who knew
practically every part of the Constitution
and was thoroughly conversant with the
Standing Orders. I am sure we shall feel
his loss very much. I extend a hearty wel-



